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Part One
Her Beginnings: 1825 - 1921

The Genesee Country

Out of a spring in northern Pennsylvania bubblésckle of water: the headwaters of
western New York’s Genesee River. Gathering moamards it flows northward to Lake
Ontario, the river is fed by myriad streams, credk®oks, and burns: the Genesee
watershed covers an area of nearly twenty-five heoshdsquare miles. In its upper
reaches the river plunges down the mountainsidésegag momentum, its torrent
broken in three majestic cataracts as it passesdhrthe Letchworth Gorge. Then, as it
leaves the gorge on a more gently sloping path,ldher Genesee settles down to a
smooth, unhurried waterway.

As a river garners its force from a multitude olces, so too has Lima Baptist
Church drawn from many streams: the Baptist Assiotia of Ontario, Steuben, and
Livingston Counties; the Genesee Wesleyan Semintry; Rochester Theological
Seminary; Elim Bible Institute; earlier churchesvigndon, Lima, and Lakeville, all now
extinct. And as a river may evidence a particadaod in differing seasons and locales--
whether displaying the vigor of her tumbling wasdid or the depth and tranquility of her
pools--so too has Lima Baptist experienced alte@rggperiods of tumult and peace, of
upheaval and serenity.

1825: The Lakeville Church

Ira Justin was a young man, a husband and a fattem he left his boyhood home in
Connecticut for the backwoods of eastern Pennsidvalm the year 1812 he brought his
wife and daughter to a small settlement on thewiecreek, today known as Clifford
Township. Following the Lord’s call to preach, b@k turns with one or two other
young preachers supplying the pulpit of the flenlglAbington Baptist Church. In the
five years Ira was at Abington his wife Sarah ghwth to two daughters and two sons.

In the spring of 1817 a sister church was bormftbe Abington work: Ira Justin was
the first pastor of the Clifford Baptist Church, ek he was ordained in 1820, the same
year his third son (his sixth child) was born. Whmninistering at Clifford, Ira became
acquainted with Erastus West, a member of the egagion. The two men formed a
deep friendship.

After Erastus sold his farm in Clifford and packeid growing family off to the
Genesee Country of western New York, he wroteustid urging him to follow. And so



Ira did. In 1823 the Justins’ seventh child, aeotbon, was born. The next year Ira
resigned his post as pastor of the Clifford Chuaold relocated his family to Geneseo,
New York, taking up a homestead near his friend.

On February 17, 1825--at the instigation of Eredfdest and Ira Justin--a collection
of settlers convened at the Presbyterian Meetingseldn Geneseo. Having come to
western New York from Connecticut, PennsylvaniawN&ersey, Massachusetts and
Vermont, the newcomers lived on holdings scatteaembss the Genesee countryside
from Groveland, to Avon, Geneseo, and Livonia. sTHiverse group of ten men and
thirteen women came together with a single, likeded purpose: to establish a Baptist
Church. Elder Ira Justin was hired to serve atopaa position he held for fifteen years.
For the last five of those years, he also servegamtor of the Baptist churches at
Richmond and Hemlock Lake.

During the time of Ira’s pastorate, the churchwgrehanging its place of meeting a
number of times to accommodate the conveniencdsothanging membership: from
various members’ homes in Geneseo, to the schos¢hat Groveland, to a different
school at “the foot of the [Conesus] lake.” By tled of 1830 the congregation was
firmly established in the schoolhouse at LakevilteDecember of that year they voted to
formally change their name to “The Lakeville Chutch

By 1834, the tenth year of the church, dozens eivers had come and gone: from
the east new settlers continued to arrive in thea,awhile second generation New
Yorkers moved on westward to Ohio, Michigan, angdmel. At any one time there were
between twenty and thirty families who faithfullitended two Sabbath services--the first
at 10:30 A.M. and a second at 1:00 P.M.. Churchbezship, however, was in constant
flux.

Some miles south of the crossroads at Lima, therd the Humphrey Briggs family:
husband, wife, and six children. From Massachs$ettl Humphrey and Phoebe come in
the early years of their marriage, settling in 18&14he township of Bristol. Their first
four children were born there: William, Jonathanndcent (their only daughter), and
Harris. The two youngest sons, Elijah and Chamese born after the family moved to
Lima. In the spring of 1834 three of the Briggdditen were accepted as members of the
Lakeville Church, the beginning of a generationsgl@association with the church that
would one day be Lima Baptist: Jonathan Briggshteign at the time, his sister Innocent
(seventeen) and his brother Elijah (fifteen).

In 1840 Elder Justin resigned his duties at thieelzdle Church to concentrate on his
two other churches. For a year Elder George N. miméstered at Lakeville. When he
left in April of 1841, Elder Benjamin Swick, pastof the Baptist Church in Pultney,
New York, was asked to consider taking the pulpiLakeville; he declined and Elder
Alanzo Waddams was hired for a year, followed bg thterim pastorate of Brother
James Bloomer.

By 1854, when the Lakeville Church was nearly ¢hdecades old, Elder A. L. L.
Potter was serving as pastor. The nucleus of tiobech at that time was formed by a
score of loyal members, including Brother and $idtenes Bloomer, Deacons Elnathan
Winans and Elijah Briggs (and their families), thenathan Briggs family, and the
Phillips and the Norton families. All of these Wduwlay a significant role in the
formation of Lima Baptist Church.



1834: Mendon Baptist Church Births the Early Churchat Lima

In the year 1834--the year that John P. Fultonecampastor--the Baptist Church in
East Mendon was a quarter century old. Beginmngid-December Elder Fulton, aided
by others in his church, conducted a “protracteéting” (a tent-meeting style of revival)
in Lima, at District Number Four’s brick schoolheusn Clay Street (at the corner of
Townline Road), three miles southeast of the vlagervices were held daily for a week
or so and “resulted in the hopeful conversion ohya More than two dozen baptisms
concluded the revival.

From an initial cadre of forty-four believers wismed a Baptist Church in Lima
under the oversight of the Mendon Church. In Jand&35 Sabbath meetings were
convened at the schoolhouse, with lay brethrenIgungpthe pulpit. By July a full-time
preacher was hired: Brother Harvey Munger was 8ednby the Mendon church to
preach. In November he was ordained at a churcmatocomposed of seven local
churches. For less than two years Brother Mungeramed with the Lima Church
before moving westward to Michigan in 1836. Frdratttime on, the Lima church relied
on itinerant pastors and lay preachers to supgly thulpit.

During the next two or three years several pedm the Lima-Bloomfield area
joined the struggling congregation. As time wenf llowever, many others left: most of
these moved out of the district (to Ohio or Michighkely), though some members were
asked to discontinue their association with theramtfon account of profane language
and immoral conduct,” or “for the crime of intempece,” or because they had “not
attended the meetings of the church for a long.time

For six years a handful of families remained faith But after Elder Munger, left it
was difficult to sustain a church without a resideastor. On November 5, 1842, the last
meeting of the church at Lima was held in the sttmese. The remaining church
members dispersed to Mendon or to Lakeville, dejpgndn which church was closer to
where they lived.

In 1904, as the church prepared to celebrate @éeii-8entennial, Mr. Philip Philips
was asked to share his memories of the Brick Stloose Church; his boyhood home
was on Clay Street, opposite the schoolhouse, snfiily attended services there. He
related that “covenant meeting was the last Sayumia@ach month, and weekly prayer
meetings were well attended. The principal men velistained the church were
Humphrey Briggs, Luther Moses, Harry Goodrich, J.Phillips, Deacon DeWolf and
Mr. Stoddard.” Other family names that came evalhtuo be associated with the future
Baptist church in Lima were Hopkins, Taylor, Chamidi@, Davis, and Ross.



1854: Lima Baptist Church is Born

“I have laid the foundation and another buildetretbon. But let every man take heed
how he buildeth thereupon.” -- 1 Corinthians 3:10

Late July 1854
In the back room of James Miller's shoe store miten convened. Six of the men

were residents of Lima; three were representativése Livingston Baptist Association.
All were interested in organizing a Baptist chuvgthin the village. Besides Mr. Miller
the local participants were Horace Smith, JonaBwggs and his brother Elijah, George
Glass, and Peter Clark. Pastors of three arealohsiwere also present: Rev. Thomas
Campbell of Avon, Rev. S. T. Livermore of South &iva, and Rev. Charles Keyser of
Mt. Morris. Little was accomplished at this inltraeeting, but the men did agree to meet
again to continue their discussion.

August 7, 1854
Again the group of six met, this time at the hoofievirs. Roxy Clark on Rochester

Street. The participants agreed to meet againneek’s time, and to ask the Missionary
Committee of the Livingston Association to be prése

August 14, 1854
At the home of James Miller the six Lima residentst; also present were Rev.

Benjamin Swick, Rev. Charles Keyser, and Rev. Tlo@ampbell. Rev. Swick, pastor
of the York Baptist Church, was chosen as moderdtmes Miller acted as clerk. After
the opening prayer by Rev. Keyser, several deagswere reached. Each of the local
men pledged a designated amount that he would paygithe next year in support of a
pastor and toward the erection of a church building

Pastor Church
Horace P. Smith $100 $500
George W. Glass $100 $500
Jonathan P. Briggs $75 $500
Elijah P. Briggs $75 $500
Peter Clark $25 $50
James H. Miller $10 $75

The church records makes note of their principdiono “Resolved that we now proceed
to organize into a Conference preparatory to oayagia church. Pledged if necessary
$385 for Pastor one year and $2,125 for buildingharch. Each individual’'s sum
opposite to his name, as above.” As a final pigickusiness, George Glass and James
Miller were designated a committee to prepare thecles of Church Fellowship and a
Church Covenant.



August 26, 1854

A much larger group, of both men and woman, atdrttie next meeting, held at the
home of James Miller. Rev. Thomas Campbell wastetke moderator, James Miller
again acted as clerk. After the opening prayeddrnathan Briggs, the assembly resolved
to form a church called Lima Baptist Church. Tapart of the Committee to prepare the
Articles of Church Fellowship was received and dddp(see attachments). Fifteen
charter members pledged their allegiance to the e¢tawch: George and Eunice Glass,
Elijah Briggs and his maiden sister Innocent, theother Jonathan Briggs and his wife
Mary, James and Mary Miller, Peter Clark, John IRis) Prudence Hardy, Henry and
Almenia Clark, Horace Smith and his wife Sarah.

Once organized, it was decided that George Gldssace Smith, and Jonathan
Briggs form a committee for the purpose of hiringastor. These three men were also
charged with the responsibility of securing a pléareworship. The second Saturday of
the month, at two in the afternoon, was selectedie Covenant Meeting; communion
Sunday was set to be observed on alternate moiaflsying the Saturday Covenant
Meeting.

September 2, 1854

On this date, in the Concert Hall in Lima Villagee membership of Lima Baptist
Church met for the first time in Covenant Meetingwas a common practice at the time
for a church to meet as a body once a month inracd&enew covenant” and to transact
whatever business concerned the church. The rerdwalenant involved the recitation
in unison of the Church Covenant (see attachmdali®wed by a time of prayer and
singing--accompaniment was supplied by a bass sinte the church did not have an
organ. Afterward, all members participated in dggion of various topics: receiving
new members, setting a time for baptisms, issuiegtets of dismission” (a formal
release of a member in order to change his membpetstanother church fellowship),
church discipline of wayward members, changes ietmg times or the call for extra
meetings.

Sunday, October 1, 1854

The first public worship service of the church wasmducted at Concert Hall, Rev.
Benjamin R. Swick supplying the pulpit. On thated®&ev. Swick agreed to come as
pastor to the new church. He was offered a sal&ifjve hundred dollars per annum,
plus house rent. Settling at first into a smalu$® on Livingston Street, Rev. Swick
moved his family after a few weeks to a larger desce on Main Street (this house
burned in the summer of 1882). For six and hadfrgdrev. Swick ministered at Lima. It
was said of him that he “was energetic and notlyedscouraged. He accomplished a
vast amount of work for the Master...[Though] thererevmany days of hard rowing, he
could always hear the voice of his Lord saying 8good cheer.’”

The first baptism took place on October 22 an@dnty November a building site for
the future church had been decided upon: a parmethe northeast corner of the lot
known as the Harry Dann place...to pay the sum o0$80 said lot.” Two deacons
were chosen in late November: George Glass andthBomd@riggs. These men were
joined by three others (Elijah Briggs, Horace Smaihd Mr. Hianis) to constitute a
building committee.




Wednesday, December 13, 1854
This account of Lima Baptist's recognition by thieingston Baptist Association is
taken from the Semi-Centennial Booklet written bgsMHenrietta M. Freeman in 1904:

A council of ten churches met in concert Hall omorning Conference, at
which Rev. H. Smith of Dansville, presided, and R&v P. Campbell of East
Avon, was clerk. The churches that sent represeesawere East Avon, York,
Hemlock, South Livonia, Mt. Morris, Dansville, Rygblifton, Mumford, and First
Baptist Church of Rochester.

Through the kindness of the Presbyterian Churelrécognition services were
held in their house at 2 p.m., at which time DrGERobinson of Rochester
Theological Seminary preached a recognition serfrom the text found in 1
Timothy, third chapter and fifteenth verse, “Thabu mayest know how thou
oughtest to behave thyself in the house of Godchvig the church of the living
God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”

In the evening there was another sermon by DK HStimson from Psalms
122, 8" verse, “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem, they phagper that love thee.”
After the evening service the chosen deacons weared to their office.

This account of the day is found in the Church rédmok for that date:

At the call of the Lima Baptist Church of Nov 1dltimate, the following
named Churches convened this day (Dec 13) at CoHedlrby their delegates to
consider the propriety of recognizing this churshaaregular Baptist Church and
extend to her the hand of fellowship.

The following churches responded by their delegats follows -- East Avon
Thomas P. Campbell, Pastor; Deacon E. Watson, $lofhouse, B. P. Ward.
York: A. E. Smith, P. Kendall. _Hemlock Lakdra Justin, Pastor; Deacon B.
Rogers and Deacon William Turner. South Livor$sa T. Livermore, Pastor; C.
McDonald, William Lewis. _RushH. Stanwood, Pastor; J. Keyes, C. Davis.
Clifton: H. K. Stimpson, Pastor, C. Tenny, A. Harmon, GMiller. Mumford C.
Worden, Pastor; Mr. Hall, C. P. Blackmer, J. |.rBape. _Mt. Morris William
Thorpe, A. Palmer._Dansvitlddowell Smith, Pastor; W. H. Bradly. First Church
RochesterProf. E. G. Robinson.

1. The Pastor B. R. Swick called the Council toeordnd read the Resolutions of
the Church relative to calling the council and ndrtiee Churches invited.

2. Prayer by Brother T. C. Campbell, East Avon.

3. The churches responded by their delegates

4. Rev. H. Smith was appointed Moderator and Reampbell, Secretary

5. Visiting Brethren were invited to sit with us

6. After a statement of the affairs of the Chureading the Articles of Faith by the
Pastor, it was unanimously Resolved that we reeegtiiem as a Regular Baptist
Church.

7. Prof. Robinson of Rochester appointed to prélaglecognition sermon at 2:00
8. Rev. H. Smith was appointed to give the HanBeadowship.

9. Stimpson to make the prayer of recognition.



10. The Church presented Brethren J. P. Briggs@nd/. Glass for ordination as
Deacons.

11. In accordance with this request the Counciloagpd Brother Stimpson to
preach at the 7 o’clock, evening; Brother Wardieofter ordaining prayer and lay
on hands with ministering Brethren present. Iraryf® give the charge.

12. Adjournment -- Howell Smith, Moderator

1855 and Beyond

As the new year dawned, plans were well underwaptilding the church. Already
the building committee had selected and purchasked @an Main Street. An architect
was hired to design the building and a contractas wngaged to build it; subscriptions
were solicited by the Trustees to pay for it. Camion service was inaugurated on
February 11, 1855; Pastor Swick donated to theatharsilver communion set (which
was still being used fifty years later.)

By June there were forty-five members in regutteralance at the Sunday meetings,
which were held at the Concert Hall. Sunday sewiwere conducted at 10:30 A.M. and
at 1:00 P.M., with the Sunday School meeting imieen. The evening service was held
at the brick schoolhouse on Clay Street, where fifg¢ Baptist Church had been
organized twenty years earlier.

Throughout the summer the contractor worked dilityeto finish the church.
Though the church was not yet complete, it wasigdfitly ready by late in October to
use as a meeting place. In anticipation of holdimegservice there on the first Sunday of
November, a few men “drove to Rochester in theteharg days of autumn, and brought
those heavy seats a few at a load from Corinthialh Rochester, where they [were no
longer needed] and tempted the Lima builders by tieeapness and ability to prepare a
room for winter service in a few weeks time.” Thest service in the new church
building was held on November fourth.

Work on the building was suspended during the evjribut by the spring the church
was complete. It had cost $10,000 to build: of,ttid,000 was mortgaged; it would take
several years to repay. On May 1, 1856, a dedicateremony was held. Dr. Martin B.
Anderson, president of the University of Rochestiaive the dedicatory sermon, taking
as his text Hebrews 4:15 “For we have not an higgspwho cannot be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities, but was in all pointsrmpted like as we are, yet without sin.”

This description of the building (as it was in 298 taken from the “Town of Lima:
Building Structure Inventory Form.”

The church is distinguished both because of itgimal designer, leading Rochester
architect Isaac Loomis, and because of its locaigier, Wiliam Harmon, a
prominent builder.

The Lima Baptist Church, built in 1855-56, ishaeie-bay wide, four-bay deep,
one-story red brick structure. Rectangular in pliwe building has a gable roof
with a wide wooden frieze with scalloped architeet@nd projecting cornice.
Designed in a Norman variation of the Romanesaqyle,ghe building features an
engaged central square tower with castellated parapd a rose window. The
exterior brick walls are fashioned with recessedets containing the building’s
windows and doors.



Tall, slender rectangular window openings thraughthe structure contain
vertical center mullions and stained glass lightfiose flanking the entrance have
round-arched stone lintels and stone sills, whilesé in the east and west
elevations are topped with rectangular stone Bnt@lhe main entrance, located at
the base of the tower, features a large semi-@rowboden arch springing from
brick imposts with a recessed paneled double doprwebove the entrance are a
set of paired, round-arched, four-over-four, douhleng windows with semi-
circular wooden hood moldings.

The church’s interior is relatively plain withlarge open sanctuary and small
Sunday school rooms. The sanctuary ceiling iseceff and delineated by a full
molded entablature. Beaded wainscoting below kzér cail was a later addition.
Windows are embellished with pediments. The vestibvalls are scored to
resemble cut stone.

By the summer of 1856 the congregation numbergty snembers. Rev. Swick
continued his labor with the church until the maldif 1861. “Much of the prosperity
[of the early church] was due to the indefatigalaleors of its pastor, who spared no
pains to build both spiritually and temporally, &#usture that was secure for many
coming years.” In the autumn of 1857 and agait868 Rev. Swick preached “a series
of meetings of much power [at the brick schoolhfusehich resulted in several
conversions and several were reclaimed.”

1904: Looking Back

In August of 1904 Lima Baptist Church celebrated semi-centennial. Rev. Leon
Swarthout was the pastor at the time. In betweew Bwick and Rev. Swarthout had
been ten pastors (as well as numerous interim gaata student interns who “supplied
the desk” in the month or two between one passorihg and another taking up the post).
Membership continued to grow in the early yearachéng a peak of one hundred eighty-
seven during the Civil War. As older members diegounger ones moved on to other
locales, their places were filled by new membess:ttee town and village of Lima
experienced a turnover of residents so too dictlech.

There were some families, however, who stayedratlBaptist through the closing
years of the nineteenth century, faithfully servingnany capacities through two or three
generations. Notable names among this group wegg® Swick, Phillips, Glass, Lotee,
Moses, Parmelee, and Hardy. At the semi-centeiiniaas noted that Silas Chapman
had served as Sexton for twenty-one years. FredyHsad taught a Bible Class for more
than a quarter century and Ida Yorks Crowley hagnbine organist for eleven years.
Charles Jackman had anchored the tenor voice oftliog for forty-five years and
Jonathan Briggs had served as deacon for moretwventy years, until he moved away
from the area. His shoes were filled by a greatiew, Floyd F. Briggs, who, when he
was nominated in October 1902 to fill a vacancythe Deaconate, “assumed the
responsibility without an excuse.”

Since its inception the church had been missianded. Once they were recognized
by the Livingston Association, Lima Baptist senfegmates to the annual convention
every year. They contributed “benevolence” donmetico each organization affiliated
with the Association: The Missionary Union, Home sBlons Society, Ministerial
Education Fund at the Rochester Theological Semirthe American Bible Publishing
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Society, and the Tract Society. In total, ovetyfifears of giving, the church contributed
$5,786. In addition to this sum, the women’s nassi groups (Woman’s Baptist
Missionary Society of Lima and the Home Missionsi8ty) collected and donated
$1,250; in the years immediately following the CiWar the women also donated
twenty-four dollars worth of bedding and clothimgthe Freedman’s Aid Society.

In 1904 there were one hundred twenty church mesmbé&he church property,
including a parsonage, was valued at $13,500. vAaiganizations included the Sunday
school, the Christian Endeavor (young people’s gyothe Women’s Mission Societies
(both foreign and home missions) and a Sewing 8pocie

Rev. Swarthout had come as pastor toward the €408 and would remain until
November of 1921. He took a leave of absence dutie Great War to serve as an
Army chaplain through the auspices of the YMCA. gs stationed at Fort McClellan
in Anniston, Alabama, and was gone from Lima foowbsix months. He was a man
dearly loved by his congregation and a faithful kesrin the Lord’s Kingdom.

Part Two
Changing Seasons: 1922 - 1953

When Rev. Swarthout left, the church invited JahBurnett to come as pastor; he
was a student at the Rochester Theological Schabltemained with the church for two
and a half years. In the next ten years eightopastame and went in quick succession;
all were divinity students. In 1937 Rev. Hiram @iran resigned. The church had
dwindled in membership to the point where they daubdt afford to hire a preacher full
time, and an arrangement was made with Hemlockig&aphurch to share a pastor.

Rev. Ernest Riemer (“reemer”) had been at Hemknke 1929. (He was ordained
there in 1932.) In 1938 Rev. Riemer concludeddhiges at Hemlock and Lima, but the
practice of the two churches sharing a pastor ooat until 1950. Services were held on
alternate Sundays between the churches, though @adinued to maintain separate
accounts and activities. During the thirties aodiés the Young People’s Groups were
combined so as to increase membership.

After Rev. Riemer, there were four other pastone were also students at the school
now called Colgate-Rochester Divinity School. Tiethe fall of 1946, the two churches
called Rev. John York as their pastor. Rev. Yodsvan elderly man and not in good
health; in June 1948 he died. Two student-passbrared with Hemlock, followed. In
January 1951 Clayton (“Tony”) Birch became pastathe Lima Church only; he served
for over two years. Rev. William Brown became pash the summer of 1953 and
superintended the discussion of whether or not LBaptist Church should close her
doors.

For several years membership at Lima Baptist hehtshrinking. The Depression,
the Second World War, the changing demographiaegestern New York (in 1950 New
York State had the largest Roman Catholic populaiiothe nation), all combined to
bring change to Lima and the surrounding area. r€hmembership and attendance had
fallen to an all-time low.
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Perhaps twenty members remained faithfully conmdijttyet without the financial
wherewithal to maintain the church building--in B9 dire need of major repairs--the
American Baptist Conference decided to discontithesr support of the church and
suggested that the members consider disbanding skries of tense meetings through
the summer of 1953 the church members consideeddptions. Continuing in prayer
through the autumn they witnessed God’s plan gsadually unfolded.

In 1951 Elim Bible Institute had relocated its gara from Hornell to the vacated
buildings of the Genesee Wesleyan Seminary onitheverlooking the village. Elmer
Frink, an instructor at Elim, came to Lima two y&&ter in time for the 1953-54 school
year. A concern for this little village where heuhd himself living had seized his heart.
Day after day he spent in prayer for Lima and theasnding towns. He walked the
streets of the village, praying, asking the Lordatvimight be his part in evangelizing his
neighbors.

While Rev. Frink walked and prayed, the memberd.iofa Baptist continued to
discuss, to argue, to devise a plan, to pray, tsider; finally they arrived at the point of
calling a vote: if they could reach unanimous agrexet about the next step (whether to
close or not) they felt they would know the Lortéading. At this crucial meeting a few
members stood against closing the church, inclutingand Mrs. Floyd Briggs, Mr.
Ralph Plimpton, and Rev. Tony Birch. It was afifeis meeting that a couple of men
went to Elim and talked to Carlton Spencer, Elipresident. Were there any among the
Elim staff, they asked, who would be willing to tea hand at Lima Baptist? And there
was one whom the Lord had prepared: Rev. EImeriAkF

Part Three
A New Vision: 1954 - Present day

In January 1954 Rev. Frink agreed to serve apastthe Lima Baptist Church.
Within a few weeks there were nineteen membersdatidéne roll. By April the church
secretary recorded: “The first services of the igadd group was held in church basement
with Mr. Frink our new pastor in charge. We nowda large Sunday school with
trained teachers from Elim Bible Institute. Thésea young people’s meeting Sunday
nights followed by evening service. Also mid-weskvices. The Sunday school meets
at 10 AM with children’s church at 11 AM, at whitime regular church service is held.
It was decided to have a executive committee ctingief pastor, trustee, church clerk,
Ladies Aid president and Friendship class presjddsd Sunday school superintendent.”

With characteristic verve and insight Rev. Frimwadlved the membership in all
facets of church life, recruiting workers for Supd&chool, Vacation Bible School,
church maintenance, outreach to the community, @oolve all in missions. Two
offerings were taken each Sunday: the first wenmtssionary work. This became a
long-standing policy of Lima Baptist.

For five years Rev. Frink served as pastor. ImeJU959 Rev. Donald Storms was
called to the pastorate. Under his leadershipva personage was built on High Street
and a Drive-In Church service was inaugurated ateSos Lake Drive-In in Lakeville.
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After three years Rev. Storms resigned and thecbhwas served for several months by
interim pastors Clifton Cartland and Rev. Stormsitber, Ray.

In June 1962 the church called Rev. Noah Stoltafugs pastor. Some years earlier,
while Rev. Stoltzfus had been a student at ElimleBilnstitute, he had been one of
several students mentored by Elmer Frink: tutoredagely in preparation for the
ministry. At the time he was offered the pastoi@t&ima Baptist he and his wife Edie
were living in Missouri with their young daughteiThey arrived in Lima early in the
summer and moved into the new parsonage.

Under Pastor Stotltzfus’ leadership the churchaexied on the policies instituted by
Rev. Frink regarding missions by establishing anuah missions conference. Church
programs prospered and grew: evening prayer megtiMacation Bible School,
Children’s Church, and Youth Groups, including WWednesday night activity clubs
Boys’ Brigade and Pioneer Girls.

In 1968 a new church building on Rochester Street built; this included a beautiful
sanctuary and spacious educational wing. New progrand community outreach
continued: a Sunday School bus ministry; the bwothtwo sister churches, one in
Scottsville, the other in Livonia; opening of Wear€ Nursery School and Day Care in
1971 and the Lima Christian School in 1974; spostgprof a Lao refugee family in
1980. Building projects continued as the needb®thurch and school expanded.

Michael Maloney, hired as assistant pastor in 19%tame senior pastor in the
spring of 1986 when Noah Stoltzfus resigned. Ranty-five years Mike has continued
to serve the congregation of Lima Baptist and teepte of the surrounding area
faithfully and humbly. New programs and old miness$ have flourished under his
leadership: a Men’s Retreat was begun early in Mitenure; the trustees have taken on
an expanded role in ministry; missions outreachlieen built up as several members of
the congregation have participated in short-terssmns trips; and the nurturing of Lima
Christian School has continued.
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Pastors of Lima Baptist Church

Benjamin R. Swick
January 2, 1808 - August 24, 1870

The youngest of six children of Benjamin and Man{oss) Swick, Benjamin was
born in Ovid, New York (Seneca County), on Januari808. Benjamin Swick, the
elder, was a successful farmer and a devout pgaoaedit of his faith, teaching his children
at home in the absence of an established churchcomemporary description of the
Swick family’s neighborhood and times speaks wellthe people who tamed the
wilderness “between the lakes.”

Perhaps there never was a more friendly, congetdat of people than those who
became settlers on that new tract. Although mdsthem were unconverted
people, yet they were a kind, frank, sympathetias€l of men and women.
Aristocracy was unknown. We were very much alikdtaegarded our means of
living. We often had “back-woods sociables.” Wwpeared to know nothing but
pure friendship and sociability, and seldom hadeaening gathering but that
religion was a topic of conversation...We were bldsag&h a community (both
males and females) who loved to sing, and we weird the songs of Zion with
such power and pathos that a person might haveltheve were training ourselves
to sing in that better world. Then we attended/@raand if very dark, we lighted
our torches and wended our way through the stwbsts to our respective homes,
the fathers carrying the babes, and the mothengue continually going, “Do see
that young one don't get cold--feel of its feefThose were mothers indeed, very
tender of their offspring.

When young Benjamin was eleven years old thereeciamo being in the (present-
day) village of Wayne, New York, a Baptist churckor nearly a quarter of a century
Jonathan Ketchum was pastor there. Ketchum, frédvamvSwick received his formal
religious training, “was an able sermonizer, a elstudent of the Bible, a man whose
Christian character was a tower of strength.” Unidetchum’s able leadership many
came to a saving knowledge of Christ, as it wasaanual practice to engage a
charismatic preacher and hold a protracted meétawyval).

In October 1830, when Benjamin Swick was twentg-tyears old, a well-traveled
evangelist came to the Wayne church, Reverend Te@haardown. Many there were
who testified that “Elder Sheardown conducted soenearkable revivals.”

In the account of his life that he penned in 1888y. Sheardown recalled the early
days of the protracted meeting:

[By 1830] protracted meetings had become very commdhe churches...It was
customary, when such meetings were held, to invitgisters and brethren from
neighboring churches to come in and help; consabuignmade, in show, a great
work, and many indeed were the happy recipienBiahe grace in those days of
gathering...Extra labor for the salvation of simnemas then in its infancy, and God
must have praise that the eyes of the church wggaing to the great duty of being
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workers together with him...1 have lived to learnstfact, that, while without God
we can do nothing, nevertheless, it is as essdntials to do our duty, as it is for
the farmer to till his ground and sow his seedyd@nabled to gather a harvest.

Benjamin R. Swick was saved during the 1830 rd\avéhe Wayne church under the
preaching of Thomas Sheardown. In later life Bemjgpnaised the evangelist, remarking
that he was grateful “for the influence of his migag in [my] young life.” Early in
January of the next year, he was baptized by Bifad#chum at the church in Wayne.
And later that year he was licensed by his chuogbréach.

Two years later, after a course of study under dhection of Elder Ketchum,
Benjamin was installed as pastor at the Baptistr€hin Milo. For twenty-four months
he served there, before accepting the pastorateultney, where he remained for a
number of years. While pastoring at Pultney he ardained on October 1, 1835, at the
Baptist church in Bennettsburg.

He was also married while serving at Pultney. Rebruary 3, 1836, Benjamin Swick
married Harriet Beckwith; by the end of the yeaeythwere the parents of a baby
daughter: Charity. He was still at Pultney in Jofyi841 when he was asked to consider
taking the pulpit of the church in Lakeville, arfesfhe declined.

After leaving the work at Pultney, Swick pastoketkfly at churches in Bennetsburg,
Mecklenburg, Big Flats, and Thurston before acogpthe position at the First Baptist
Church of Bath in 1849. He remained there threesyea centennial history of the Bath
Church was written in 1918. At that time it wagatbthat “old people still relate stories
of Elder Swick’s earnest manner of preaching antisffidelity to his church.” During
his tenure “many were added to the membership.”

On March first, 1849, Elder Swick wrote a letteWilliam K. Mitchell--a friend and
fellow-pastor living in Tioga, Pennsylvania:

Dear Brother Mitchell, ...When | came here [to Batifpund everything to do.
Even things that ought to have been done years did. were to build] up a
Baptist Church and a good congregation it must yahle dint of industry. |
therefore found it necessary to be at my posthaltime and to study hard to be
prepared to preach so as to call out the peoptes IThave effected. We now have
a good congregation and 35 have been added tohtmehc by baptism and by
Letter. We now have...about 135 in all. My Dear tBew if you knew how hard |
had labored you would not scold me because | hatdeen out to see you...My
health has been good for me until within the lasnth or two. | am now more
feeble. My child is yet feeble and Little AdelianA has been at the door of death
with the lung fever, she is now able to sit up naighe day, but is yet very feeble.
| have been engaged in protracted meetings six svée& winter...l was at Penn
Yan nearly three weeks. Most of the churchesimdhlsociation are enjoying more
or less a revived state of things. | understanstdPaSheardown is enjoying a
revival...l hope to be remembered to your family &mel Church... Give my love
to the brethren and believe me to be as ever yand, B.R. Swick.

After completing his work at Bath, Swick was cdll® the Baptist church at York.
In that year, 1852, he had been married for sixtgars. He and his wife were the
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parents of four children: Charity, Phineas, Adélian, and Howland. During his two
years at York two more daughters were born: Haamet Frances.

It was in the summer of 1854 that Elder Swick walled upon by the Livingston
Baptist Association to superintend a series of mgetin Lima where several
townspeople were investigating the idea of esthainigsa Baptist church in the village.
On October 21, 1854, he began his formal ministryLima as their first pastor; he
remained six and a half years. His youngest daughouisa, was born in Lima in 1859.

During his years at Lima a church building wasctzeé on Main Street, dedicated in
May of 1856. A year after their organization threwing church was recognized by the
Livingston Association, contributing annually toetimissions work of that body, and
sending each summer delegates to the Associatioaatings. In May 1859 Elder Swick
was one of the two delegates sent by the Lima @hiareche State Missions Convention
in New York City. By the time he resigned his piosi in May of 1861 the church had
grown to more than seventy-five members.

From Lima, Benjamin went to the Baptist ChurctOigden for a year and from there
to the First Baptist Church of Manchester, wherevas serving at the time of his death
on August 24, 1870. His obituary, published in an¢hester newspaper, touched on his
work at Lima: “He was the first pastor of the churat Lima, 1854, and built a new
church there which was dedicated May 1, 1856, 8eesiM. B. Anderson, preaching the
sermon.” Rev. Swick died “with his armor on, hfe going out suddenly while on the
way to Canandaigua Lake to a Sabbath School gathérirhe minutes from the Steuben
Associational Meeting of 1870 also paid tributehis life’s work: “In the death of
Brother Swick we feel the church has suffered atgikess. He was converted, licensed,
and held his first pastorate in this Associationd aften preached to us with much
acceptance.”

Note: Information about the pastors from Seeley to Ralms quoted directly from the
Semi-centennial booklet prepared by the churchoipdl

John T. Seely
1814

Rev. J. T. Seely, the second pastor of the LimatiBaChurch, was born in Carlisle,
Schoharie County, New York, January 5, 1814. He wducated at Hamilton, New
York, spending two years in the preparatory, foucellege and two in the Theological
Seminary. He endured many hardships to obtairdaoation, and for the first four years
at Hamilton he boarded himself on less than twéing/-cents a week [equivalent of
$42.50]. Mrs. William Colgate, mother of JamesMlgate, for whom the University is
now named, heard of his struggle and furnished tinds the last four years of his
school life. Three months before he graduated & salled to the pastorate of a newly
constructed church at Port Richmond, Staten Islamdi, was ordained September 8,
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1841, and married September 25, 1841, to Miss étai®eeley, of Seeley Creek,

Pennsylvania. He superintended the erection oB#peist church at Port Richmond, and
led an extensive revival, going from there in 18d4he Sixth Street Church, New York

City, where he remained seven years. He was pedtid baptize between 400 and 500
persons into fellowship of that church. He wasmfards pastor of the churches at
Dundee, Second Baptist of Syracuse, Lima, Newalifto@, Massena, Webster, and

Pittsford. For forty-six years he was a pastothis State without a Sabbath interim.

During his ministry he baptized more than 1,100spes, and married more than 500
couples. The churches at Syracuse and Lima weom@rihose most signally blessed
while he was their pastor. He was a constant ddtgnupon the anniversary meetings of
the State Missionary Convention, and for thirty-gears was a member of its Board of
Managers. His health failing, he spent his wintarElorida for several years, acting as
supply at De Leon Springs, near Deland. He diedeber 24, 1903, at his home in
Pittsford, New York, where he resided for twentyegrears.

Stillman S. Bidwell
1830

Rev. S. S. Bidwell was the youngest of a familysof children. He was born
September 2, 1830, and was left fatherless whenasesix weeks old. His two sisters
were missionaries to New Mexico, and their bodieside by side in graves at Socorro.
He was converted when he was 17 years of age asdazized into the fellowship of
the Rutland, Vermont, Baptist church, in August488 In 1852 he entered Madison
University (now Colgate), and after eight years stiidy graduated from Hamilton
Theological Seminary in 1860, and the same yeariedaMiss Fanny G. Bennett,
daughter of Rev. Ira Bennett. He first settleddorear and a half with the Second Milo,
New York, Baptist Church, going from there to No8kracuse, where he remained six
years, and in 1868 accepted a call to Lima, remgithere three years. A marked
revival came near the close of this pastoratel8Inl he went to Morrisville, New York,
where he spent seven years. Wilson, New York vies\éxt pastorate where he spent
three years. These years were full of experierfoesiere in 1879 he buried his first wife
and the following year was married to Miss JuliaSknmons, of Derby, Connecticut,
who is still his able helper. In 1881 he was ahlie the First Adams church, remaining
six years, and from thence to Deposit, New Yorkerghhe spent another six years, going
from there to Chittenango, New York, and then tortNdSyracuse. After the latter
change he was engaged one year in literary worklerbecame pastor at Mexico, New
York, where he now resides. He has delighted thegang scattered churches, and has
helped build two houses of worship. God has maslevbrk mostly the helping of feeble
churches, and larger ones which having had greable, had become unsettled. He
fully believes that one way to settle church diffiees is to get them filled with the Holy
Spirit.
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William H. Shields
(Dates Unknown)

Rev. W. H. Shields came with his parents and tisteis to this country when he was
a small boy. Soon afterward his parents died asdisters found homes in the West.
Through the kindness of friends he received an &yt and graduated from the
University of Rochester and also from the Roche$tezological Seminary. He was
called to Lima soon after his graduation and reethiabout three years. It was his only
pastorate, and little is known of his history.

Henry A. Delano
1847

Dr. H. A. Delano was the son of a minister, Rev. AV Delano, who held several
pastorates in Western New York. The family moveteveland when he was fourteen
years of age, and he was converted and unitedtietifrirst Baptist Church of Cleveland
when he was about fifteen. He at once decided ooauase of study for the Christian
ministry, and soon entered Denison University atrGille, Ohio, from which he
graduated in 1869. That year he married Miss Hilenphrey and settled at Geneva, OH.
Feeling that he needed a better preparation forlitaswork, he entered Rochester
Theological Seminary while he was pastor of thetBagChurch at Mt. Morris, New
York, graduating in 1872. From Mt. Morris he catod.ima, remaining five months as a
supply, and then went back to Ohio. His rise fiuence as a man and as a preacher was
rapid, and he was in demand for the best pulp@nial, hopeful, generous, he made
friends to a remarkable degree. He was a strompdeance advocate and in close
personal association with the leaders of that wikk, John B. Finch, Frances Willard
and Lady Henry Somerset. He was a true son aritldsya good husband, a loyal friend
and a noble citizen, leaving influences that &#illl rightly on many lives. The poor, the
sick and unfortunate never failed to find in hinfriand. His wife followed him to their
Eternal Home, and they both lie in the cemete@rainville, Ohio.

Abraham H. Emmons
1843

Rev. A. H. Emmons was educated at Colgate Uniyeesid Crosier Theological
Seminary, with the one thought of the ministry befbis mind. He was ordained as
pastor of the Baptist Church at Lawrenceville, Bsthrania, July 14, 1870. September 1,
1872, he began work with the Watsontown, PennsidyaBaptist Church, remaining
with that people three years, when he acceptedaiaiion to become pastor of the Lima
Baptist Church which he served for eight and onk Yywars, then going to Milton,
Pennsylvania and remained there until November 189&n he accepted the pastorate
of the Baptist Church at White Pigeon, Michiganlogihg his work there in May, 1893,
he moved to Chicago, Illinois. Since that time,amcount of poor health, he has had no
regular pastorate.
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Edwin F. Hard
1852

Rev. E. F. Hard was born in Marshall, Michigan,1i852, and in his infancy his
parents removed to Bath, New York, where his cluf@hand youth were spent. He
attended the Haverling Academy in that place amshisfwo years at the Naval Academy
at Annapolis, Maryland. His other educationalriag was received at the University of
Chicago. He was licensed to preach by his homecbhdanuary 1, 1876, and supplied
the Campbell Church, eleven miles distance, instirae Association, until he was called
to Branchport, New York, in September 1877, whezeMas ordained in June 1878. In
April of that year he was married to Miss NettienN&uyl, of Branchport. Since 1879 he
has been pastor of the following churches: Walwdvtbravia, Lima, Camillus, Carthage
and llion, and is now pastor of the Baptist ChuirtiNewport, Herkimer County, New
York. He has been ably assisted by his wife, véhespecially gifted for a pastor’s help-
mate.

Charles E. Bascom
1841

Rev. C. E. Bascom’s boyhood was nearly all sperRarma, Monroe County, New
York, and he was born in Clarkson, the same co8gptember 5, 1841. His father died
when he was twelve years of age, then he was eexgloy a farmer during the summers,
and attended school winters until he was old enadilsgteach. He had nearly fitted
himself for college when the Civil War broke outle enlisted in Company C, DBNew
York Infantry in October, 1861, and was dischargeth the regiment, May 28, 1863.
He was shot through the leg at the second batButfRun, and was left on the field and
fell into the hands of the enemy; was paroled, h@neand brought off in an ambulance
train, under a flag of truce. He was in the folilogrengagements: Slaughters Mountain,
Rappahannoch Station, Thoroughfare Gap, Chancéllersand the second battle of Bull
run. A part of the time that he was in a hosphialwas on Bedloe’s Island, in New York
Harbor. Returning from the army he spent a yeatudy in Brockport, then taught and
commenced the study of law, but becoming convirtbatlpreaching the Gospel was the
work the Lord wished him to do, he entered RochieBheological Seminary in 1867,
graduating in 1870, and was immediately calledht® gastorate of the Potsdam Baptist
Church, in St. Lawrence County, where he remained duly 1892, when he was called
to Lima, going in 1896 to Attica, New York, where Bbtill resides. He was converted
while lying on the battle field but did not idemtifiimself with God’s people until 1864.

George R. Varney
1865

Rev. George R. Varney’s childhood home was in Eastner, Oxford County,
Maine, where he was born April 14, 1865. He wenbakota Territory in 1884, where
he was converted and was baptized in the wintéi886. He was called to the ministry
at the time of his conversion and entered SioulsRahiversity, graduating in 1888. He

19



supplied La Verne, Minnesota Church on summer aridred Rochester University in
the autumn. His health failing in his Sophomoraryke lost two college years, and
graduated with Phi Beta Kappa honors in 1894. hktered the Rochester Theological
Seminary the same year and graduated in 1897. efpeBiber, 1896, he consented to
supply the pulpit of the Lima Baptist Church untile time of his graduation the
following May, when he went to the Walnut Hills Begb Church in Cincinnati, Ohio. At
the close of his pastorate there he moved to SgoRatashington, in April 1898, where
he remained until he took the work of Corresponddegretary and General Missionary
of the Oregon Baptist State Convention with his BahMcMinnville, Oregon. He was
a student volunteer for the foreign field but wagce rejected because of lack of funds.
He preached all the time while pursuing his collegel seminary course and paid his
own expenses.

Frank J. Palmer
1855

Rev. F. J. Palmer assumed the responsibilitiggaefor of the Lima Baptist Church,
May 1, 1897. He was born in Aurora, Erie CountgyNYork, in September 1855. His
father died when he was six months of age, leakiagnother with the care of two sisters
and himself. His early education was obtainedhengublic schools and academy at East
Aurora. After he had turned his attention to famork for ten years he felt called to the
gospel ministry, and after preparing for a yeareh&ered the University of Rochester,
taking a two years course. From there he entdredRbchester Theological Seminary,
graduating in 1890. During his Seminary courssuygplied the churches of Churchville,
New York, and Chili, New York, for one year eachdaafter graduation remained with
the Chili church for seven years, coming from therd.ima. Leaving Lima he soon
found a home at Pittsford where he now labors. usu@5, 1887, he was united in
marriage with Miss Nettie Deyo, who has always assisted him and nobly shared the
burdens and responsibilities incident to a pastorat

Leon L. Swarthout
February 7, 1875 - May 15, 1954

Leon Swarthout was born in Penn Yan, New York,ahky child of Frank Swarthout
and his wife Flora Dusinberre. When Leon was fgegirs old his mother died and his
father remarried, taking as his second wife Floralder sister. Alice Dusinberre
Swarthout added a daughter, Dora, to the familynateson was twelve years old.

The family attended church at Milo Second Bapdist there Leon, at the age of
eleven, accepted Christ as his Savior. After cotimgehis schooling at Cornell
University, he was granted a license to preacthbyMilo Church on February 18, 1893.
His first pastorate was at Branchport, New York.evehhe was ordained on April 10,
1895. He later served as pastor at Cassadagahéuntauqua County) and at Himrod (in
Yates County). It was there that he married Caxageldinger in 1894. Before her
death in 1908 Carrie gave birth to three childRawl, Anna, and Kenneth.
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In September of 1903 Rev. Swarthout accepted @flet@ become pastor at Lima
Baptist Church. He served there for eighteen yemith a one-year hiatus in 1918-19.
During that interval, while the United States wasoalved in the First World War, he
volunteered to be an Army chaplain under the aespia¢ the YMCA, being stationed at
Fort McClellan in Anniston, Alabama.

After his return to Lima, he remained with the auuntil 1921, when he accepted
the call to the Manchester Baptist Church. A ya#ier arriving in Manchester he
married Maude Mason; they had no children. Revar8wut remained as pastor of
Manchester until six months before his death in K18§4.

* * %

After Rev. Swarthout left Lima Baptist, the chunstas served by a series of short-term
student-pastors from Rochester Theological Schadter 1928 known as Colgate
Rochester Divinity School). Little is known of geemen beyond their dates of service at
Lima Baptist. They includeJohn L. Burnett (1922-1924)Harvey J. Locke (June to
November 1924)W. G. Mather (part of 1925)J. S. Holcomb (1925-1928) Arthur
Charsky (1928-1930),E. P. Thorne (1931), Harris Howe (1931-1932),Judson
Loomis (1933-1934),Hiram Chapman (1934-1936),Ernest Riemer (1937-1938),
Manning VanOstrand (1938-1939),Paul O. Madsen (1939-1943),William Rickel
(1943-1944), Robert Kuechmann (1944-1946), Edmund Fetter (1948-1949), and
Frank Carlson (1949-1950). Many of these young men also ser&dpastor at
Hemlock Baptist Church at the same time they menest at Lima.

John York
1875 - 1948

In between Rev. Kuechmann and Rev. Fetter, Johk Semnved as joint pastor at
Hemlock Baptist and at Lima. This is a reprinthaf obituary that appeared in the June
17, 1948, issue of “The Lima Recorder.”

The Rev. John Gerald York, retired Baptist mimisiad acting pastor of Hemlock
and Lima Baptist churches for the past six yeaes] dt his home on Poplar Hill Road,
Lima, last Saturday, June 12, after an illnesswégal months.

The Rev. Mr. York was born in Peru, Ind., June 1875, and was graduated from
Peru High School, and then from Franklin collegel. | in 1902, with a bachelor of arts
degree. In 1905 he received a bachelor of dividiégree from the former Rochester
Theological Seminary, Rochester. During the ygaast, he had held pastorates in
Baptist churches in Adams Basin, Fulton, OwassahMiWest Lafayette, Ind., Grand
Forks, N.D., Wellsville and Oswego, N.Y., and atniington, Pa., for two years during
World War Il before becoming acting pastor at Herkland Lima. During World War |
he served as religious director at Fort Benjamimrisan in Indiana. He was a member
of the Hemlock Civic club and the Community chuatib of Hemlock.

On September 12, 1906, he was married to Miss|Gaamung of Livonia, who
survives him. Also surviving are two sons and tiaoighters.
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After the death of John York, two men served asrint pastors at Lima, ministering
only at Lima, not at Hemlock as had been the pradidr the previous years. Clayton
(“Tony”) Birch was a semi-retired Methodist minist@ho lived in Lima and filled the
pulpit for over three years. He was well knownlitg “magic” act, teaching children and
adults to know and trust the Lord. At the end isf presentation he always showed his
audience his secrets in order to explain that dc&s were only illusion, and not real
magic. In later years Tony Birch and his wife \éib(“Shortie”) faithfully contributed to
the congregation of Lima Baptist in many ways.Jime 1953, William Brown, pastor of
the Livonia Methodist Church, fulfilled the dutiegpastor at Lima Baptist. He served in
that capacity for six months, until the coming @&RFrink.

Elmer Arthur Frink
May 21, 1917 - October 17, 1988

Reverend E. A. Frink was born in Alamosa Countyo@uwlo, in the southern part of
the state, May 21, 1917. He was the fourth clafdiye) born to Arthur B. Frink and his
wife Forest Phleeta. When he was two years oldrother died and one day, when
Elmer was eleven or twelve, his father just walleday and abandoned his family.
Elmer and the other children were moved from onméndo another, mostly sent to live
with aunts and uncles. Elmer never felt like hesweelcome or that he belonged
anywhere. He was on his own at a young age, goirsghool in the Denver area and
then working on farms or doing other labor in Callw and Nebraska. Many times he
didn’t have a place to call home and lived wheravbeked on the job.

Finally he was able to go live in California wiin aunt and uncle who were
Christians. Here he came to salvation and his andtuncle encouraged him in his new
faith. As a young man he entered pre-med trairbogquit that course of study when he
felt called to Christian ministry. His aunt andclenrecommended he go to Central Bible
College in Springfield, Missouri.

While still a student at the Bible College EImeasvappointed to his first pastorate
where he served as student pastor in Potter, Missdpon graduation, after being
ordained by the Assemblies of God denominationadeepted the pastorate at Palmyra,
Missouri, and was blessed with a good spiritualkemang in that pastorate.

In the fall of 1941 he received an appointmentaasiissionary to Nigeria, West
Africa. Somewhat later he was followed to Nigdmahis fiancée Miss Betty Hall, and
they were married there in 1945. A son, Dean, lvaas in April 1947. The Lord blessed
the Frinks’ ministry among the tribes with muchify@nd many churches were founded.
As part of his role as Regional SuperintendenthefAssemblies of God in Nigeria day
schools, vocational schools, and a seminary weenegh But shortly after the first
birthday of her son, Mrs. Frink contracted blackevdever and went to be with the Lord
on June 5, 1948. She was buried in the missiorpoomd in Nigeria.

Rev. Frink and his eighteen-month-old son Deaw f®me in the fall of 1948 and
traveled in deputational work in the United Statessthe mission until the following
spring when he accepted a call as assistant pafstolarge church in Detroit, Michigan.
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He served there for four years, during which time rhet and married Miss June
Hatmaker in January of 1950. Elmer finally felt w@ihed and part of a family, embraced
thoroughly by the Hatmakers. In time, three mdnédcen were added to the family:
Paul, David, and Margie.

Following his tenure at the Detroit church he $geme in evangelistic work, served
as a high school teacher and counselor, and foumal@eérous churches before accepting
a position on the faculty of the Elim Bible Instguin Lima, New York, in the fall of
1953. While serving (until 1958) as instructordatmen Dean of Men, at Elim he
founded and pastored other churches in the aree oDthose that became strong under
his leadership was Lima Baptist Church.

Soon after arriving in Lima Rev. Frink became asvaf the small group of ten to
twelve people who were meeting in the back roorthefLima Baptist Church on Main
Street. This group was attempting to restart owigorate what had once been a vital
church. Frink began his relationship with the chuby just meeting with the group,
sitting with them to encourage them, and joiningnthfor prayer meetings. After a short
time the group asked him to become the pastor aratbepted the call.

In January 1954 he assumed his duties as therpafstdama Baptist Church. He
brought several people with him from Elim to halpléadership roles. Former members
of that early congregation remembered that RewnkRnas gifted in finding leaders that
didn't realize their leadership potential. He ¢hadjed young men, especially from the
Bible School, to take leadership roles. Soon hédwaeryone involved, for he respected
people and cared about them, making them feel teede

As a result, soon after Frink assumed his dutidsraa Baptist, thirty people were
received into membership. The next year twenty-fivere added. The average
attendance for 1954-1955 was over two hundred. hMuas accomplished in that first
year. Sunday School became the most active ofdheus programs, opening its doors
on January 14, 1954, for the first time in manyrgeaFifty-nine students in classes for
every age from two years to adult participated tinst Sunday. By May attendance was
one hundred thirty. His widow, June, related thl&mer always said that is how you
build a church--you get a Sunday School going, geithe children, and then you get the
parents.”

Missions and missions giving was understandablgreét significance to Rev. Frink
and therefore a prominent feature of his ministie set a policy of giving to missions
first and trusting for the Lord’s provision for @hneeds. In the beginning of his
ministry at Lima Baptist Church he challenged tbagregation--though it was difficult
for them--to try having the church tithe to missiofor three months and see if God
would bless, and bless He did. Thereafter thé Stsnday of each month was designated
as Missions Sunday and a missions offering wastake

After a highly successful five years of ministtylama Baptist Church, God moved
Rev. Frink on. His last sermon at Lima was predobe June 7, 1959, and on July 9,
1959, he took over the triple pastorate of MilkjllKnowlesville and Eagle Harbor
Methodist Churches in Orleans County, New York. |&ter served for many years at
South Butler Methodist Church in Wayne County Neark! The headquarters of the
Assemblies of God moved him to various churchesiallys when a church needed
special help because of a split, or other spegfimblems. In all he served in two
Methodist, two Baptist, and two Assemblies churctiesughout the northeastern states
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before returning to the pastoral staff of Elim. Wtserving at Elim in the early 1980’s
he accepted a call to a short-term teaching poblaabbi Pentecostal Bible College in
Kenya, and later took a leave to train pastorsgandla.

The Frinks made an attempt to retire and moveflrkansas for a brief time, but he
was always helping out churches and preaching,gthdwe tried to slow down his pace.
In 1985, at age sixty-eight, he was convinced tarreto Elim when he was appointed
General Chairman of Elim Fellowship to succeed tGarSpencer.

During his three and a half years of leadershimBEaw expansion and continued
development of youth and young adult ministries amssions to meet the needs of the
younger generation. Edith Adele Veach wroteElim: Living in the Flowthat Elmer
Frink “had a father’s heart that loved and acceptexbe workers...He had a way of
enabling people to not just dream their wildestadrs but make their Holy Spirit-
inspired dreams a reality. His life exemplifiednatto--Just do it--long before Nike ever
made it popular.”

By 1988 Frink’s heart had begun to fail. God hadled him and raised him many
times in the past, but following complications @ant by-pass surgery he went home to
be with the Lord on October 17, 1988. Psalm l1l&5was a Scripture of great
significance to both Elmer and June Frink. “Loydu have assigned me my portion and
my cup; you have made my lot secure. The bounidzay have fallen for me in pleasant
places; surely | have a delightful inheritance.”

Lima Baptist Church was blessed and privilegedawee had Rev. Frink as pastor, for
truly he was a man of God whose influence will & &round the world until eternity.

Donald Lee Storms
October 31, 1934

Born in Carthage, New York, on October 31, 193dn&ld Storms was the son of a
minister. He grew up in Rome and Cortland, NewkyY@nd in Revere, Massachusetts.
After high school he attended the Valley Forge &tlan College in Pennsylvania. He
was ordained at Watertown, New York, in 1956.

His first position after graduating was as thdsaast pastor at the Assembly of God
Church in Binghamton, New York. He next pastorecharch in Massena, New York,
before accepting the call to Lima Baptist in Juhd@59. He and his wife, the former
Ruth Marie Greene, arrived with their two young soWesley and Gordon Lee. During
his years as pastor at Lima two daughters were twoBon and Ruth: Gail and Brenda.
Under his leadership a parsonage was built andiwe{r Church was inaugurated.
Rev. Storms remembered that “the Drive-In Churcts Wwald at an open-air theater
located at Conesus Lake. People could come im Hesich clothes or however they
chose to dress. They could hear the music whichpravided by our augmented choir
and a soloist. At the close of the service, antation was given to accept Christ. If
anyone was interested they would turn on their Iglatd and one of the workers would
go to their car and lead them in the sinner’s prayel give them a Bible.”

After leaving the pastorate of Lima Baptist in Maly1962 Storms remained in town
for some years, having established a constructimmbss and building several homes in
the Lima area. He and his family then relocatedRtckaway, New Jersey, where he
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assisted his father who was pastor of the Assewib@od Church. There he was part of
an all male singing group called “The Envoys.”

In 1975, at the invitation of Jim Baker, Rev. $terand his wife moved to Charlotte,
North Carolina, where he took the position of SeMize President at the PTL television
network, producing a cable TV show called “Accent Music.” He remained in the
position at PTL until 1981.

Today he and his wife live in Waxhaw, North Canali they are active volunteers
with MAPS: Missionary American Placement Servidéis program under the auspices
of the Assembly of God church helps churches tddboew churches, Teen Challenge
centers, schools, and camps. For the durationjab,a&he volunteers park their RV’s at
the site where a new building is going up and wairlwhatever needs to be done to build
the project: Storms’ expertise is working with sineek. The volunteer labor saves about
fifty percent of the cost of construction and isvaluable contribution at many sites
around the country.

Noah Samuel Stoltzfus
June 8, 1934 - January 21, 2008

Noah Stoltzfus was born on June 8, 1934, in Mai@an, Pennsylvania, the seventh
child (of thirteen) of ElImer and Sarah Stoltzfuse Hrew up on his family’s farm in
Yellow House, Pennsylvania. His parents were gddiynonite farmers that emphasized
Scripture memorization to their large family. Ayeung boy Noah was a student in a
Sunday School class taught by his older brothene Sunday Noah’s brother taught his
class about having a clear conscience before the LBarlier in the week Noah had been
up to a bit of boyish mischief and thought that wisther was speaking directly to him
about his misbehavior. That morning he confesedug parents and accepted the Lord
as his Savior. That early encounter with the Lamak an indication of Noah’'s tender
heart for the things of God.

In 1955, at the age of twenty-one, Noah moveditoal. New York, to attend Elim
Bible Institute. While there, Rev. Elmer Frink, &eof Men, hand-picked a few male
students that he felt were particularly suitedh® ministry to tutor privately. Noah was
one of these men. At Elim he met Edith (“Edie”)e8per, an ex-student and employee,
and they married in the old Baptist Church on Maireet on June 8, 1957. A daughter,
Pamela, was born soon after and in June 1958 Ncoadugted from Elim. He was
ordained at Lima Baptist Church five years later March 14, 1963.

During his Elim years Stoltzfus did some studeastpring in Naples, New York.
Then after graduation he moved his family to Missathere he pastored briefly. He
attended Central Methodist College and receivedvachelor's degree in History. When
Pastor Donald Storms resigned, a search was sation to find a new pastor. After an
eight-month search, Wayne Crosby, brother-in-lamoah, suggested calling him. The
deacons agreed and in 1962 the Stoltzfuses mowddtbd.ima. A new parsonage had
been built on High Street so the family moved in.

In the annual church report at the end of hig fyesar of ministry Pastor Stoltzfus
wrote: “ ‘Except the Lord build the house they labo vain that build it At the
beginning of my ministry at the Lima Baptist Chutbtie Lord impressed the truth of this
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verse upon my heart...Only eternity can reveal thergxof the ‘building’ that has been
done as God has worked putting ‘lively stones’ thgeto make “His Church.””

By 1964 the church had grown such that more spex® needed. A visionary,
Stoltzfus dreamed of a larger church and eventuali@hristian school. A “Miracle
Sunday” offering for buying property on Rochestére8t was taken. Seven thousand
dollars was raised and the new church was begd®6i. Dedication of the completed
building was held in 1968. A new parsonage onctigrch property was built in 1971,
and the Stoltzfus family moved in there. A sonijtK®aniel, was born about this time.

Pastor Stoltzfus was active in several seminach s Focus on the Family with
James Dobson and the Institute in Basic Youth @asflwith Bill Gothard. He
encouraged the people at Lima Baptist to attendraady did. He continued to hold
Missionary Sundays, inviting active missionariestme for a weekend. He encouraged
families to host these missionaries to get to kittoem and their service. This resulted in
many from LBC going into missions. In 1974, hisamn of a Christian School became a
reality.

Other events and activities under the ministryPafstor Stoltzfus included teams
going to Open Door Mission and Flower City Work Gam Rochester. Community
officials were invited to attend “God and CountrgyD around July Fourth; candlelight
Christmas Eve and Watch Night (New Year’s Eve) isexwywere held beginning in 1977.
The community was invited to these special servickdell choir was started and tapes
of Sunday services and tape players were madeahlaifor shut-ins in 1981. In 1980
the church sponsored a Lao family, the InBounes.April and May of 1981 Pastor
Stoltzfus took a month-long trip to some of our slesaries in Africa.

Noah Stoltzfus was a simple, peaceful man. As timead before, he was a
visionary, a peacemaker, optimistic, a devoted lfaman. He reached out and accepted
everyone no matter the race, religion, or mean® hbted dissention and made every
effort to settle differences privately. He wasifthiy but generous, buying lunches for
business transactions or counseling sessions. ddealways positive and inspired people
to be what the Lord wanted them to be. He livea@tite believed.

After twenty-four years at Lima, Pastor Stol&zfleft to serve two churches in
Virginia: Church in the Valley in Harrisonburg améndstown Community Church in
Virginia Beach. Then Noah and Edie moved back éarBylvania in 1999 where he
pastored at Zion Mennonite Church until his retiestin November 2003. Edie passed
away in the spring of 2003, after a battle witha=m

Noah remarried in January 2004; his new wife Miriaas his brother’'s widow. Not
quite four years later, on January 21, 2008, No@htzZ8us went home to be with the
Lord. A true and faithful servant, he served tloed_and His people for over fifty years.

His funeral remembrance summed up his life: “[Nspministry was characterized
by compassionate care for people; an emphasis ayeprmentoring and equipping of
younger pastors and leaders; leadership of debtetnarch building; and bringing people
together across racial and denominational linénity in the essentials, diversity in the
non-essentials and in everything Jesus,” was adfational principle by which Noah
ministered.”

26



Michael Cox Maloney
May 1, 1948

Michael Maloney, the fourth of five children, wlasrn May 1, 1948, in Canandaigua,
New York, to David and Dorothy Maloney. The familgsided in Honeoye Falls, New
York, where Mike grew up and attended school. Hadgated from Honeoye Falls
Central School in 1966, then worked for a year asthan Kodak before joining the
Army where he served for three years.

On June 1, 1968, Mike was married to Alice Chrisag“Chris”) Otteman (the first
wedding to be performed in the new Lima Baptist €hwon Rochester Street). Through
the witness of his “dear wife” and his “faithfulfagious” mother-in-law, Mike came to
know the Lord as his Savior in the spring of 197y his own testimony, his life was
transformed from that time on, when he was delddrem the bondage of alcoholism.
Shortly after being saved he was baptized and goinima Baptist Church in 1976The
Lima Recordemade note on June 27, 1985, at the time of hisiatidn at Lima Baptist,
that “it was in 1975 that he found Christ as Sawdnd [Rev. Maloney says] it was this
personal encounter with Christ that radically clethghe direction of his life. His
greatest desire today is to make the Christ ofBitbe known to others and see them
grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord JedussC”

Having completed a course of study at Monroe ComtyuCollege and Geneseo
State University, Maloney graduated from Geneseb9ird with a B.A. in English. He
was hired in 1976 to teach at Lima Christian Schderly in 1977 he accepted the job
as assistant pastor at Lima Baptist, a positiohédid for eight years. In addition to his
work as assistant pastor, he served as interincipahof Lima Christian School from the
fall of 1981 to the spring of 1984.

During these busy years Mike’s duties also inatlittee responsibilities of “father” as
he and Chris were the parents of six young chitdidichael, Matthew, Andrew,
Stephen, and the twins Benjamin and Katherine. Milkers praise of his wife, a stay-at-
home mother and an inspirational helpmate, sayingsCshould get a whole lot more
credit than she does as supporter and encourageg 8nd our church. She has kept me
steady.”

After Jim Decker was hired as LCS principal in thi of 1984, Maloney continued
to serve as assistant pastor under long-time pakiah Stoltzfus. It was a position he
likens to Joshua’s service under the directiontatelage of Moses. When, in the spring
of 1986 Pastor Stoltzfus made the decision to ntovanother church, he encouraged the
congregation of Lima Baptist to invite Mike Malon&y be their next pastor. Maloney
offered to candidate as one among others whom tambarship might decide to
consider, but the church chose not to interview ather candidates and decided by
majority vote to call him as pastor.

Under Pastor Maloney’s leadership many new chprolgrams and endeavors have
been realized, including the establishment of a ' M&etreat. The founding of a youth
ministry in 1994--The Summer’s Best Two Weeks--whas church’s “attempt to reach
out in a greater way to the unchurched childreroum communities.” Evangelistic
outreach to the surrounding community has beenllmm&ik of his pastorate, as the
congregation participated in the Billy Graham Cdesan Rochester in 1988 with
Maloney serving on the local Ministers Committe€en years later Lima Baptist was
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active in the Harvest Crusade with Greg Laurie ocliester, with church members
providing follow-up visits to fifty-eight people ithe local area who made salvation
decisions.

One year there was “delivered to every home inTiben of Lima theJesus Video
(by Campus Crusade for Christ). Many people wenslived in this effort which
included training and going out to each home aregmting this film as a gift to each
household with the prayer that people would com@hadst. It took a number of weeks.”
Maloney also served for several years as area ctteengoordinator for the Institute in
Basic Life Principles, which held its week-long sean in the Dome Arena in Rochester.

For twenty-five years Maloney has upheld the visa§ Lima Christian School; he
says, “Keeping this vision alive and moving forwasd something Noah and Edie
continuously encouraged Chris and me to stick witbidn’t really need that [incentive],
as | have always (since 1976) fully embraced thstomi of LCS as an alternative to
government run schools.”

A vigorous church building program has continuedirty Pastor Maloney’s tenure,
with the completion in 1998 of a school band rcamd the addition of the north wing in
the spring of 2003. He remembers that “the pureledsthe north property came after
years of praying [to acquire] the property to tleth. Although | remember switching
our prayer emphasis to the north parcel beforgthrehase, [our opportunity to buy this
property] was a miracle of God, ...[for He] wantegito follow His leading. We did, and
He provided.”

Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee
(A favorite hymn of Pastor Maloney)

Jesus, the very thought of Thee
With sweetness fills my breast;
But sweeter far Thy face to see,
And in Thy presence rest.

Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame,
Nor can the memory find

A sweeter sound than Thy blest name,
O Savior of mankind!

O Hope of every contrite heart,

O Joy of all the meek,

To those who fall, how kind Thou art!
How good to those who seek!

But what to those who find? Ah! this
Nor tongue nor pen can show,

The love of Jesus, what is

None but His loved ones know.
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Missions

The Church Mission Statement: “to extend God’'s kingdom through establishing,
strengthening, restoring, and equipping the chuifegmily for outreach into our
community and the world.”

Introduction: Historical Perspective
by Pastor Mike Maloney

More than fifty years ago, Rev. E. A. Frink wadlezhto pastor Lima Baptist Church.
The church in its current denomination was dyifigne denomination advised the people
to close the doors and disband. Rev. Frink had bemissionary in Africa, so not only
did he have a pastor’s heart, but he also had sioniry vision.

The congregation was small enough that it coulckeep up with the church’s utility
bills. Pastor Frink wanted to reestablish LBC asharch of faith and trust in God. He
discontinued the bake sales the church was accadtamnhaving to raise money. He
wanted the church to move forward as a congregafidaith in God for His supply.

Pastor Frink also instituted a second offeringSumday services. Because of his
vision for missions, he declared the first offeriaggen each Sunday for missions and the
second offering was for the church’s operating esps. He based this on an Old
Testament passage from the historical narratieKimgs 17. The message he preached
for this was based on the prophet Elijah’s expeeen the midst of drought and famine
conditions in Israel. This drought was the resifilGod’s judgment on His people for
their disobedience and lack of trust in Jehovaldr@ught Elijah himself predicted to
King Ahab due to the king’'s apostasy (See | Kin§SQ; | Kings 17:1).

God miraculously provided for Elijah, while in &&l, at the brook Cherith. God
sustained him there by the ravens. Eventuallyhitook dried up, and God told the
prophet to go to Zarephath, a distant city in athea country, where a poor widow
would further sustain him.

Elijah got to the city gate and was met by the \w&won&od provided. This country
was also experiencing famine. Upon meeting the amgrilijah said/Fetch me a little
water that | may drink” (V. 10). As she went, he called after H&ring me a morsel of
bread” (V. 11). In V. 12, she respondeths the LORD thy God liveth, | have not a
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cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and #dibil in a cruse: and, behold, | am
gathering two sticks, that | may go in and dredeitme and my son, that we may eat it,
and die.”

This woman, although in a heathen land, had samienentary belief in God as she
initially followed Elijah’s instructions sayingAs the LORD thy God liveth.”She knew
Elijah to be a man of God and she no doubt wasdf€arer. It was his second request,
however, that caused her to question. Her frustraturfaces when she tells Elijah that
she has very little and, in fact, was just now lagkfor sticks to cook her last bit of bread
meal for her and her son before they died. Sheimvdssperate straits, to say the least.
She could not even provide sustenance for hergelf was being asked to provide for
someone else.

And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do hsu hast said: but make me thereof
a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and afteake for thee and for thy son. For thus
saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meallshot waste, neither shall the cruse
of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendetlinrapon the earth. And she went and did
according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and &ed her house, did eat many days.
And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did¢hese of oil fail, according to the word
of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah. | KingslP?16.

The practical application for Rev. Frink, and tengregation, was that the church
needed to follow the widow’s lead in the Old Testamnarrative and begin to see the
principle of giving out of their poverty and despigon. Lima Baptist Church did begin
to discover what the widow discovered: that Goéhithful in sustaining her if she was
faithful to the man of God’s dictate to give. Tha&low of Zarephath gave away the last
of her sustenance and God, miraculously, was fditbftake over from there.

The application remains today for Lima Baptist @imuto trust God even in times of
leanness and times of want. Rev. Frink also maeeptactical implication that our
giving first needs to be to others before ourselvElat, in essence, is the nature of our
missions giving. We will provide for the ministof others in missions and not take for
ourselves. This attitude brings faith and trust iGod of all our supply.

There is no question that following that line d¢iinking has revolutionized this
church. And to this day, God has honored the giahfaithful men and women who see
the value of giving to others for the building ob@s kingdom.

Thus, the Lima Baptist Church Missions Board had b long-standing unwritten
policy that missions money does not go to “ours&lvihat is, to programs and ministries
considered part of the normal outreach responsdsiliof the church. Although the
policy has remained “unwritten”, there is still ary strong and definite oral tradition for
the policy based on the emphasis of the pastoe&ésyago.

Jesus also refers to Elijah and the widow in tegvN'estament (Luke 4:24-27) in the
context of a prophet having no honor in his own bBtown. He uses the | Kings 17
incident to let His listeners know that Elijah cddiave gone to any number of widows in
Israel at the time, but, because of their lackra$ttand obedience, God sent Elijah to a
Gentile for help. His ministry and the widow’s pesise would not have been expected
in Israel among God’s chosen people at the timaumse it seemed as if everyone had
turned from the living God.
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Conclusion: Whereas we do not think there is necessarily adaibpbrecedent for the
policy of not giving to ourselves (like a directromand, for instance), neither do we
think the policy breaks any biblical standard. isitour opinion then that the policy
established so many years ago can still be appdiexlir situation in this century. We
believe the policy of not giving to ourselves shibbk continued and that this historical
perspective be kept before us all as a church bddg.believe that continuing the policy
helps our church focus outward to the world in naed causes us to continue to rely on
God for His abundant supply even when we have rwand indication that our needs
will be met. That is, after all, the essence dthfand we definitely are called to be a
people of faith.

An Overview

A local Missions Society was formed at Lima Bap@fiurch within the first decade
of her existence in the mid-nineteenth centuryithiid members contributed annually to
the Union Mission Society for Foreign and Home Miss, to the American Baptist
Publishing Society, and the American Bible Uniofhe church contributed generously
to the Rochester Theological Seminary and suppdided of her own members as
candidates for ministry. As need arose members atmtributed to such ad hoc
collections as Red Cross relief for national disesstand for patriotic causes, including
the fund to erect the Statue of Liberty during Arces Centennial year.

As the number of members decreased through thiehi@if of the twentieth century,
so too did the amount of giving decrease untildbegregation--still small in number--
was encouraged by Rev. Frink’s challenge to gikat fo missions. By 1960 the church
was supporting two missionaries and three missaganizations. The church record
that year made note: “The privilege has been autsetp support and send missionaries
to the foreign fields... In October we had a threg aessionary convention with special
speakers from different parts of the world. Ouarte were touched as we heard the
desperate needs in every field. An opportunity \gaen to pledge our support to
missions in the coming year. Individual pledgeslea $2,456.00. May we share the
burden of the Lord for the whitened harvest fieydcbntinuing to do our part as the Lord
leads.”

In 1963 an annual Missions Conference was inatgdinander the leadership of Rev.
Stoltzfus with the introduction of Faith Promisevidg. A means of encouraging and
challenging missions giving, a Faith Promise, aslared by the Missions Committee
“is a prayerful commitment by the giver to an amoiinat, by faith, he/she believes God
will supply.” It is strictly between the giver artabd (no one checks up, unlike a pledge),
and has traditionally resulted in giving that exdeéhe combined promises. In the first
year of Faith Promise Giving, the annual missiomal-g$5,000--was exceeded by
$25.44, and the goal for 1964 was set at $9,00&sibvhs giving continued to increase
and by the end of the decade Lima Baptist Church sugporting fourteen missionaries
and six missions organizations.

In the past half-century nearly a hundred caressionary families have received
support from Lima Baptist, serving in Africa, Astaurope, Central and South America,
the Middle East, and North America. More thanyfiftdividuals from our church have
been supported for short term missions trips spaadsdy groups other than Lima
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Baptist, and a like number have been supportegHort-term missions trips sponsored
by the church. Currently our church supports twesmt missionary families or
individuals. We have supported at least two obké¢hpartners for over forty years and
several others for more than thirty years. Thesiois contribution for 2010 was
$84,925--“a real testimony to God’s faithful prdeis through His people via the Faith
Promise process.”

Since the beginning of the twenty-first centuryx short-term missions trips
sponsored by the church have been accomplishédewoYork City in 2003 and in 2009
to work with New York City Relief; to Mullaby, Kakastan in 2005 to work in a rural
village replacing window glass; to Nairobi, Keny@ 2007 where workers built a laundry
facility for the orphanage Rehema Home; to Listourgland, in 2009, assisting a small
evangelical church with a community outreach progrand to Baissin Caiman, Haiti, in
2010 where the participants helped construct a ostimg outhouse in a rural village.

As Pastor Stoltzfus often challenged his congregdt...may we be reminded that

the Scripture teaches us that the Church is a coynpiabelievers in Jesus Christ who are
committed to the task of taking the Gospel to theke have never heard it.”

* *x %
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Significant Events: 1854 to 2010

Pastor Dates of Service
Benjamin R. Swick October 1854 - May 1861
1854 August 14 First organizational meeting to discussiing a church in Lima
August 26 Church organized with fifteen chartemrbers
October Rev. Benjamin R. Swick accepted callgditst pastor; three Trustees elected
November Building committee was formed “for the oratg of plans, and construction of
a House of Worship in the village of Lima” $@0 set as cost to build church
1855 January Sunday School organized; George W. Giassirted as superintendent
April Church lot purchased on Main Street from\¥. Briggs for $600;
Contractors hired to build the church: Mr. Hamand Mr. Watkins
December 13 LBC recognized by Livingston Baptiss@s@ation
1856 May1 Dedication of the completed church buildiRgyv. Martin B. Anderson,
president of the University of Rochester, phegtthe dedicatory sermon
1857 June Membership reached 75
1859 May 10 Two LBC delegates attended the State Miss@onvention in NYC
1860 October 10 LBC delegates attended the State Misstmmvention at Albion, NY
1861 May1 Pastor Swick resigned
Pastor Dates of Service
John. T. Seely August 1861 - March 1867

1862 Januaryto May Series of special meetings was dyaddy evening except Saturday; “the

country around was stirred...” 93 members wededdo the church (this was
the first year of the Civil War)

July First discussion among trustees regardingiplespurchase of a parsonage
1863 May 11 Two LBC delegates attended Missions Sodleyvention in Cleveland, OH
1866 July 15 Member Albert Coit was granted a licerspreach by the church

Pastor Dates of Service
Professor Coddington  April - December 1867
(Served as Interim Pastor; he was a Professormmtggee Wesleyan Seminary in Lima)

1867 November Fiscal year calendar start date was @thfigm May 1 to January 1

Pastor Dates of Service

Stillman S. Bidwell January 1868 - January 1871

1868 March Continued discussion among trustees regauissible purchase of parsonage
April Parsonage bought: 7363 East Main Streetd‘Pérsonage”); cost: $3,200

1869 May $400 raised to supply furnishings for oneesoit rooms in the dormitory of the

Rochester Theological Seminary

June 1 Delegates attended Livingston County SuBdagol Convention at Geneseo
December 16 LBC member Albert Coit was ordainefiigt Baptist Church of Rochester

1870 November Voted that “Trustees procure a suitahiedce for warming the church”

1871 April Lot on east side of church purchased in otdehave room to build more sheds
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Pastor

Dates of Service

William H. Shields
1871 December
1872 January

May 1871 - June 1874
Special collection taken “for the ChicBaptists who suffered in the late fire”

Church was closed while extensive repeére made to roof, walls, and ceiling
First service held in refurbished churctswee funeral of Hattie Swick Jessup
(daughter of the first pastor, Rev. Swick)

New organ was purchased at a cost of $2c0606ch refurbished; Ladies Aid
Society purchased new carpet
Women'’s Baptist Missionary Society of Limasifarmed

Home Missions Society for the Freedm@adf®ol at Natchez, Miss., formed
“Resolved to introduce into Prayer Meeditige vestry Hymn and Tune Book”

Pastor was married to Alice J. Sundediception in their honor held at church
Temperance sermon by Dr. Diocletion Lewis:proposal for Women'’s
Temperance work in Lima “did not meet with apl” of the church

Young People organized as “Earnest Workers”rs.Mlla Briggs, president

May 26

June

July

September

November
1873 January

Autumn

membership

Pastor Dates of Service
H. D. Delano November 1874 - April 1875
1875
Pastor Dates of Service

Abraham H. Emmons

1875 November

1876

February
July 4

1880
1881

February 18
June 1

Pastor

September 1875 - April 1884

Church participated in National Dollar @emial Fund (to raise funds for the
Statue of Liberty)

Position of usher instituted: two mencapied to fill the office

Lima Young Peoples Society donated chugathab a cost of $575; inscription
reads: “Presented to the Lima Baptist ChurcthieyYoung People’s Society
July 4", 1876. ‘Let Him That Heareth Come.’ ”

Ladies Sewing Society established
Livingston Baptist Association convenedB(; semi-centennial of Assoc.

Dates of Service

Edwin F. Hard
1884 April
1885 June

July 5

November 8

June 5
August 5

1888

September

May
August 3
February 1

1889
1890
1892

May 1884 - March 1892
Parsonage repaired and repainted

Trustees decided “to put in steam heatingrapys;” -- other repairs authorized:
Session room to be built at rear of church; deediars purchased; stained glass
windows installed

Closing service; next day church was cldseeffect intended repairs; church
meetings were held at parsonage until repaire wemplete

Church re-opened; services resumedirtisay

Livingston Baptist Association convened(®

Church member George Bowerman relateddiiso the ministry; membership
“voted to recognize and commend him in the wafrkreparation”

Special collection taken for yellow fesiferers: $11.41

Pastor E.F. Hard sent as delegate to Misstmie8/ Meetings in Boston
Charter member, Sister Innocent Briggd dieage 72

Joined with Presbyterian and Methodligtches to hold Union services “the
first Sabbath evening of each month, in eachrathalternately”
Young people’s group reorganized as “Christiadéavor Society” Purpose: to
raise funds for general activities and for lecend foreign missions
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Pastor

Dates of Service

Charles E. Bascom

1894 October
December

1895 September

Pastor

July 1892 - April 1896

George Briggs sent as delegate to Begtigeé Convention
Voted to serve a dinner at the Annualrigassi Meeting in January

“Voted to accept the invitation of thesByterian Church to attend their
centennial in an official capacity”

Dates of Service

George R. Varney
1896

December

Pastor

September 1896 - April 1897

Parsonage was removed from its foundation aledated from 7363 Main
Street to 1916 Buell Avenue (referred to as'@le Parsonage”)
Revival meetings held for three days:ré$ented themselves for baptism

Dates of Service

Frank J. Palmer
1897 June

1898 January
June

1899 January
February

1901-03

Pastor

May 1897 - July 1903
Livingston Baptist Association convened a€CLB

First discussion of Trustees to instatitacity in the church
Sixty electric lights were installed in tlactuary at a cost of $70

The church was debt-free for the firsetimseveral years
New #4 boiler was installed in church epst of $160

New parsonage built on empty lot at 7363 East Maieet (“New Parsonage”)

Dates of Service

Leon L. Swarthout

1904 August

September
1908 January
1910 November
1911 April
1914 January
1915
1916 December

1917 January
April
1918 April
November
1919 February
May
1921 July

September 1903 - November 1921

LBC celebrated its semi-centennial: 120 tmerst church property valued at
$13,500

Steeple was removed and the bell towesigned

Railing was installed in the center ofdhtside front steps at the church

Gas line installed for stove in sessiamTo
New roof put on church

A bathroom was installed in the church

Friendship Class organized; purpose: “to retaterch business to congregation”

Cooperative Sunday evening services sdsgext request of Methodist church;
LBC continued evening service on their own

Manning Swick (grandson of first pastaapwlected Trustee
Twelve song books were purchased for thercho
Service flag was dedicated in honor of selana men: A.D. Crouse, H.J. Ely,
F.R. Gray, William Humphrey, W.T. Jesse, H.A&&iP.F. Swarthout

Pastor Swarthout took a leave of absencsedier to volunteer as Army
Chaplain; he was assigned to Camp McClellahlabama; Rev. Westfall came
as interim pastor while Swarthout was awayg atsidents from Rochester
Theological Seminary interned at the church

Pastor Swarthout returned from the war

LBC delegation attended spring meeting ofihgeton-Ontario Christian
Endeavor Union at Honeoye Falls Congregati@ialrch

Church picnic was held at Long Point ParlCamesus Lake
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[Note: The students listed below attended the RocheBbeological Seminary (after 1928 Colgate-
Rochester Divinity School)]

Pastor Dates of Service
John L. Burnett January 1922 - May 1924
(Student)

1922 October

Pastor was a delegate representing Litongsssociation to NY State
Baptist Convention at Albany

Pastor Dates of Service

Harvey J. Locke June - November 1924
(Student)

Pastor Dates of Service

W. G. Mather December 1924 - April 1925
(Student)

1924 January

Pastor

New boiler was purchased for church

Dates of Service

J. S. Holcomb
(Student)

1925

Pastor

May 1925 - May 1928

Church ceiling was repaired and replastered; ineaor bathroom installed

Dates of Service

Arthur Charsky
(Student)

1930 January

September 1928 - September 1930

Church was debt-free for first time in gng@ars

Pastor Dates of Service

E. P. Thorne December 1930 - May 1931
(Student)

Pastor Dates of Service

Harris Howe May 1931 - December 1932
(Student)

1931 June 17
1932

Pastor

Last meeting of Livingston Baptist Asstierawas held at York, NY

Ernest Riemer, pastor of Hemlock Baptist Chuvesis ordained at Hemlock

Dates of Service

Judson Loomis
(Student)

January 1933 - September 1934
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September 1934 - December 1936

Pastor Dates of Service
Hiram Chapman

(Student)

Pastor Dates of Service

Ernest Riemer
1937 January

January 1937 - May 1938

When Pastor Chapman left, Rev. Riemereailbick Baptist Church, was
asked to serve as pastor for both churchesptiaictice of sharing a pastor
between the two churches continued until Sep&zrh950

The pastor was also the choir director: tha@iratonsisted of the Young People’s
Group “whether you could sing or not”

The Young People’s Groups of Hemlock and Limgge combined; they met
together on Sunday afternoons

September 1943 - September 1944

Pastor Dates of Service
Manning VanOstrand  June 1938 - June 1939
(Student)

Pastor Dates of Service

Paul O. Madsen July 1939 - September 1943
(Student)

1939

Pastor Dates of Service
William Rickel

(Student)

Pastor Dates of Service

Robert Kuechmann
(Student)

October 1944 - October 1946

Ladies Aid and Missionary Society Re-Formed

September 1949 - September 1950

Pastor Dates of Service

John York October 1946 - June 1948
1948

Pastor Dates of Service

Edmund Fetter June 1948 - September 1949
(Student)

Pastor Dates of Service

Frank Carlson

(Student)
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Practice of sharing a pastor with Hemlock chutiscontinued; pastor served at

Pastor Dates of Service
Clayton Birch January 1951 - June 1953
1951
Lima only
Pastor Dates of Service

William Brown
1953 Autumn

Pastor

June - October 1953
Church membership faced the question adthdr or not to disband

Dates of Service

Elmer A. Frink
1954 January

January 1954 - June 1959

Nursery, Children’s Church, and Juniaurch were begun;

Baptismal services and Baby Dedication inaugara

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study were held on $tay evenings

Centennial of church acknowledged with spé8unday service
Vacation Bible School conducted: 131doain attended

Ladies Aid Society revived and Missionary Sogiwas begun

Social events and clubs established: FriendSkdps and 20-40 Club
First LBC missionaries, Rev. and Mrs. Bwird Miller, left to serve in

Miss June Klotzbach, another LBC missignament to Africa to serve (she later
married Rev. George Lindsay)

LBC entered a national Sunday Schoolestrfinished 6 in their division,
growing from 91participants at beginning to 18¥arded 50 “Songs of Hope”
hymnals, an 8-volume “Book of Life,” a Scofield B#yand 25 copies of songs

Sunday Schools under the direction of LBC westaldished at North

Bloomfield and Lakeville; a Sunday School bus waschased

Church refurbished: new boiler installed, restrsand septic tank installed,
windows fixed, furniture acquired for nurserydasiassrooms, Sunday School
classrooms built, driveway graveled, outside sigstalled, pipe organ repaired
Centennial celebration: 100 years of exisgz community invited; the church at
that time “was the oldest church edifice [imla] in continuous service”

Elim student Noah Stoltzfus appointed Sunday8tBuperintendent

April
Summer
August 5
Argentina
Autumn
October
written by Redd Harper;
1954-55
1955 April
1958
Pastor Dates of Service
Donald Storms July 1959 - March 1962
1959

November 15

1960 June 12
July 17
August

1961 Summer

Ruth Storms, pastor’s wife, took on temporargtms SS Superintendent
Groundbreaking for new parsonage oh Bigeet

Dedication of new parsonage on High Stree

Drive-By Church was begun at Conesus Dirivat Lakeville

Gospel singing group formed called thentiks Keynotes” -- Don Storms, Ruth
Storms, Gloria VanMaaren (Long), Elizabeth Baynttoured six states (3,000
miles) in two weeks
Ministry to Open Door Mission in Rochester inataed

Ministry to Monroe County Jail begun

(Interim Pastors, March to June 1962: Clifton Gartl, Raymond Storms)
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Pastor

Dates of Service

Noah Stoltzfus
1962
1964

1965 Spring
July
November

1966 Spring
1967 March
1968

June

1969
1970 April
1971

September
1972 Autumn
1973 June
1974 September

1975 July
September

1976
1977
1978

December
1979
1980 April
1981 Spring

Autumn

1982

1984 February 3
March 30
November

1985 June?2
1986 June

June 1962 - June 1986
Howard Arnold appointed as SS Superintendent
Birth of Scottsville Baptist Church -- The chhyeneeting in a borrowed
building, was the outgrowth of a Bible StudgttPastor Stoltzfus conducted for
several families in the Scottsville area (Therent pastor is Gregory Mullin
and the church is now called Community Gosgeirch.)

Building Committee formed to consider Hir a new church

Site of new church selected: 1574 Roch&tieret in Lima

Money was raised to purchase property

Miracle Sunday offering raised $7000 foilding of new church
Groundbreaking for new church; Constructibchurch begun in May
Eleven-acre parcel was purchased at 693 Browiasl i Scottsville, where
a church was built; a pastor was hired anddP&tbltzfus’ duties there ended
The new Lima Baptist Church on Rochestieret was dedicated; the old church
was sold (It is now used as an antique Store.
Boys Brigade and Pioneer Girls Programs wegeibe
Randy Cole began as Sunday School Superintendent
Bernard Evans hired as assistant pastor
High Street parsonage was sold; new parsonatiehichurch property on
Rochester Street; missions house purchased

Wee Care Nursery School and Day Caredpe

Sign Language ministry inaugurated undexction of Mae Probst

Institute in Basic Youth Conflicts Seminamsmoted at LBC

Rob McKee replaced Bernard Evans astasspastor
Lima Christian School opened with 19 studentd tavo teachers; Ken Martin
was the first principal
Sunday School bus ministry began, with threesésis

Jim MacPherson became assistant pastor

Livonia Community Church was born utelgilership of LBC: eight families
from LBC as well as families from Livonia areare charter members
One-story educational building added to the chur
Rob McKee served second term as assistant pastor
Mike Maloney was hired as assistant pastor
Wednesday evening service was discontinued]l&naups ministry begun
Gymnasium built for church and school

Pastor George Davis called to serve iav8ommunity Church
New parsonage built for Stoltzfus family at rearcchfirch property
LBC sponsored Lao refugee family to reltecto US: the InBoune family
Pastor Stoltzfus traveled to Africa tsitvmissionaries and reported back to the
church on his experiences

Mike Maloney served as principal of LCSyile still working as assistant pastor
Two-story addition built to connect church to gym

Pansy Briggs, oldest church membenetui00

Tenth anniversary of LCS celebrated wiahquet

Flagpole and bell installed in front lagfrchurch and dedicated,; total
membership was 246; average weekly attend&3&e:
Tape ministry begun under the leadership of [Ghitoore

Mike Maloney ordained at LBC

Pastor Stoltzfus resigned; Mike Maloneyethils pastor; Steve Arnold hired as
assistant pastor
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Pastor

Dates of Service

Michael Maloney

1986

Autumn
1990
1991 June

1993
1994 July

1995 May 28
October

1996
1998
1999

2000 July
2001

2002 September

2003 sSpring

2005 Summer

June 1986 - present

Steve Arnold hired as assistant pastor
Men'’s Retreat inaugurated

Edison Ziegler hired as assistant pastor

Translator for Mars Hill Network was ingtdllon LBC property,
providing 24-hour Christian programming to Linkoneoye Falls,
and West Bloomfield -- Christian Radio StatRth0 FM

Jack Janson hired as assistant pastor
Summer’s Best Two Weeks was establishedgulleddership of Dina Palmer

Dedication service for the 8-acre parcette north side of the church property
LBC participated in the Harvest Crusaith evangelist Greg Laurie at the
Rochester War Memorial; follow-up locally of 88cisions

Boys Brigade program was discontinued

Pioneer Girls program was discontinued
Band room added to gym to accommodate LCS gigwinsic program

54,000 square foot parking area installed
“Jesus Video” delivered to every home in Lima

Bob Wheeler installed as assistant pastor
VBS program discontinued
Phase Two of building project began on additimmstthool/church on north
property

Opening day of school began with mosteobuilding completed and school
was opened on schedule
An unreached people group of central Asia waptetl by LBC

Building project fully completed, includjtibrary dedicated to Rev. and Mrs.
Noah Stoltzfus

Bryan Graves hired as youth pastor
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Appendix

The Church of 1834
Attended by Residents of Lima, Mendon, and Livonia

Excerpts from the minutes of the Church --

December 1834

On the tenth of December 1834 a protracted me&tagycommenced at district No. 4 [schoolhouse] & th
town of Lima, Livingston County, under the directiof the church in Mendon which resulted in the
hopeful conversion of many. At the close of theetimgy Rev. J. P. Fulton, Anson Dewolf, and Wife ever

appointed by the Baptist Church in Mendon to reeeig candidates for baptism (if they should judge f
subjects) all who would wish to be constituted iatbranch of that church and Deacon Anson Dewdify w

then resided near the said school house was appatiterk for the branch.

The following persons were soon after received baptized by J. P. Fulton -- Betsey Phillips, Abigai
Phillips, Lusina Phillips, Cynthia Beeman, EveliBeeman, Cynthia Beeman“2Maryle Bates, Worthy
Perkain, (blank) Smith, William Jurdon, Emily Godadlr, Calista Goodrich, Phyllis Goodrich, Royce
Miller, Erastus Goodrich, Justin Goodrich, Maryanaodrich, Melford Hopkins, Socrates Hopkins, Mary
Anne Hopkins, Laura P. Hopkins, Harrish Longeagr@$a Taylor, Nancy Briggs, Daniel Williams, Levi
Cogshall, Fanny Manning, Henry C___, Anastasia&d®; M. Nichols, Zilpah Davis.

The following by letter -- Elisa Chamberlain, HarGoodrich, Lurana Smith, Luch White, Welcome
Edwards, Bleeker Horey, Chauncey Goodrich, Elizad®ieh, Harvey Munger, (blank) Watkins.

Lurana Moses on confession and experience; AnsawoDand Effa Dewolf from the Church in Mendon.

From the commencement of the meeting in Decemb8d IBeetings were regularly sustained on the
Sabbath, but were only occasionally supplied witaphing until July 26, 1835. June 2 they werdeds

by brother Harvey Munger a licentiate, also Julyab,which time Anson Dewolf, John A. Phillips,
Chauncey Goodrich, Daniel Williams were appointezbemmittee to hire preaching who engaged brother
H. Munger for an indefinite time at the rate of thvondred dollars per year, who commenced his labors
July 26, 1835.

Summer 1835

Resolved that the council proceed to hear theicelggexperience of Brother H. Munger and his lefd o
mind to the ministry and views of doctrine with eew to his ordination. Voted to have a recess and
council proceeded to consult the case of Brothendé¢u and also the propriety of constituting thiarmh
into a church. Council retired. 1. Voted that are satisfied with the request of the branch aatl we
proceed to organize them into a church. 2. Vobed te are satisfied with the Christian experieate
Brother Munger. 3. Voted that we are satisfiechwiite notions which led Brother Munger to preadh th
gospel. 4. Voted that we are satisfied with hsasg of doctrine. 5. Voted that we proceed to atiam,
order of exercises as follows 6. Voted that EM&ltiam Arthur preach 7. That Elder Miner to matkes
ordination prayer and lay on hands with elders GamkFulton. Elder Fulton give the charge. Eldese
give right hand of fellowship. Resolved that giee fellowship to the Comm. as a church of Jesusst
Resolved that Brother Bentley in behalf of the Golugive the right hand of fellowship, Brother Acth
give address to the church and congregation, Hynth Benediction by the candidate. -- Zenas Case,
Clerk; William Arthur, Moderator
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November 5, 1835

A Church Constituted and a Minister Ordained. A®# Church of 34 members was constituted at Lima,
Livingston County on the"5of November, [1835] by an Ecclesiastical Counoiheened for that purpose.
The newly constituted church presented a requesitedCouncil for said Council. At the request loé t
Baptist Church in Mendon an Ecclesiastical Coungk called to confer with a church in Lima for the
purpose of setting Brother H. M. apart to the woflthe gospel ministry. Brother William Anker oéRy
was chosen Moderator and Brother Lewis Case of ©gaes clerk of the Council. Also heard Brother
Munger’s Christian experience and call to the Glamswork of ministry, and giving his stated views
theology. The council proceeded to ordination.

Minutes of an Ecclesiastical Council
November 8", 1835

Pursuant to the request of the Baptist Church endilbn a Council of brethren convened at Lima
Village to take into consideration the proprietygifing fellowship to a number of Brethren and 8istin
Lima as a church of Jesus Christ and also the gtgf Ordaining Brother Harvey Munger to the warfk
the gospel ministry. Council organized by appoigtElder William Arthur moderator and Elder Zenas
Case, Clerk.

Calling over the list of the Churches that hadnbgent to [the council] the following list were &k
Ogden Elder Zenas Case

Alabama Alexander Thompson

1% Penfield Elder S. G. Miner; Deacons S. Case amdph Case

West Bloomfield Baily Ayres; Jack Shepherd

Rush Elder N. Bentley; William Green; John Ang&kslson Phelps; Nelson Brown

Mendon Elder J. I. Fulton; Cornelius Treat; Reubarls; Deacon U. Woodbury; John
Dunsha; Enoch Roberts

Perry Elder William Arthur; J. Sleeper

Resolved that we proceed to examine the stateeoédnference with a view to giving them fellowship
as a church and heard their articles of faith ammkoant. Enquired respecting their location, gbiid
sustain the preaching of the Word, etc, call [byjickh a motion was referred to the council when by
themselves.

Pertaining to Church Business: An Abbreviated Accouat of the Church Record
(Note: “Dismissed” is a term used when a memberghgice, moves his membership to another church.)

1836

Jan 23

Sister Zilpha Davis dismissed by letter, at a chuneeting holden at the Brick School house in idisito.

4. Voted to withdraw the hand of fellowship fronuy@er Goodrich on account of profane language and
immoral conduct. Voted to dismiss Brother Harveyriger from the pastorship of this church, it beitg
his own request.

Feb 6

The Baptist Church of Christ in Lima, Livingston @dy, N.Y. to any church of our faith and order
sendeth Christian Salvation. This is to certifttbthe bearer Welcome Edwards is a member of this
Church in good standing and believing him to passedalent which if improved may render him a
blessing to Zion and the world we hereby certifgtthe has our entire approbation to improve hisigif
expounding or sermonizing from the scripture whemeét’ maybe his duty. We hereby commend him to
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the Christian public and the fellowship of our ersthurches wherever God in his providence mayhiail
Done at our place of business and signed by omtbirabehalf of the church thid'@lay of Feb. 1836.
-- Anson Dewolf, Clerk pro tem

Feb 7

Brother Anson DeWolf and wife dismissed

Apr 24

Brother Daniel Williams dismissed

Aug 6

Tabitha Smith admitted as a candidate for baptidahn A. Phillips received as a member

Oct 9

Sister Tabitha Smith dismissed by letter.

Dec 3

Voted to withdraw the hand of fellowship from Hemiutchinson for the crime of intemperance.

1837

Feb 13

The Baptist Church in Oakfield, to Whom it May cent: this is to certify that Sister Minerva Rossis
member in this church in good standing, as sucltevemend her to our Sister churches with Liberty to
join and when joined we shall consider her dismissem us. By order of the Church in Elba. Fe® 1
1837. -- William McComber, clerk

Apr 3

The Baptist Church in Alabama, Genesee County,attelly certify that Sister Sally Davis is a membler o
this Church in good standing and as such we waddmmend her to the friendship and fellowship of an
sister church of the same faith and order with éemvunited if done within one year from the dateehof;
and when so united we shall consider her dismifsed us. Done by order and in behalf of the Church
this 39 day of April 1837. -- Charles L. Brown, churclert

Nov 4

Met in covenant meeting. Voted that the namedefpgresent members of the church be written below:
Harry Goodrich, Welcome Edwards, John A. Philliggealthy Pickering, Emily Goodrich, Mary Ann
Goodrich, Milford Hopkins, Socrates Hopkins, Manni Hopkins, Laura Hopkins, Harriet Longyer,
Clarrissa Taylor, Araminta Edwards, Elivir Chambér| Chauncey Goodrich, Eliza Goodrich, Marana
Moses, Sally Davis, Menerva Ross.

1838

Jan 6

Met in covenant meeting.

Feb 3

Met in covenant meeting

Mar 2

Met in covenant meeting.

Mar 31

Met in covenant meeting.

Covenant meeting in May not attended on accouthiefreat rain.

May 19

To the Baptist Church in Lima. This certifies thlaé bearer, Benjamin Davis was a member in regular
standing in the Baptist Church in [illegible] whee removed from us. He left us without asking dor
letter -- he was under pecuniary embarrassmentieihdome engagements unfulfilled which occasioned
dissatisfaction in the minds of brethren. We heaeeived letters from him in which he has madetad|
satisfaction which words can make and perhaps liitlwhe can make. We know not how he had lived
since leaving us but we are informed that he attaméetings with you and if his conduct and life is
Christian-like so that you are satisfied with himdacan admit him to membership we give him libéay
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unite and you fellowship in receiving of him. Aifdeceived we notified of it we consider him disséd
from us. By order of the church. May"18838. Ebenezer Wakely, Church clerk

June 2

Met in covenant meeting. Brethren H. Goodrich Bedjamin Davis were appointed a committee to visit
Brother Chauncey Goodrich and family and make refoothe church.

June 30

Met in covenant meeting. Brethren H. Goodrich &alis report that they visited Brother Chauncey
Goodrich and Family and found them in a cold irefiéht state as it regarded religion but manifested
intention of attending the meetings of the churckuture.

Sept 1

Met in covenant meeting. After covenant meetintgtas Brother Chauncey Goodrich and Eliza hise wif
and Mary Ann his daughter have not attended thdingeseof the church for a long time, not to coesid
them members of this church. Voted that SistelyS2dvis be appointed to visit sister Marana Moaed
request her to take her place in the church.

Dec 1

Met in covenant meeting. Heard the report of $iSally Davis who was appointed [to visit] Sister
Marana Moses. She stated that she found her aida[state] but still declared her intention ofeautiing
the meetings of the church.

1839

Wyoming June 13", 1839

To the Baptist Church of Christ in Lima -- | write acquaint you that | opened a correspondence with
Bleeker L. Hovey of Attica in regard to reports girculation that he was in the habit of dancing and
supposing him to be a member of the first Baptistit€h in Middleburg as the Records of the churchewe
that he was dismissed and afterward his lettermetl) In answer to which he writes “I would likekoow
what the first Baptist Church in Middleburg havedtowith me.” | have before me a letter from tregpBst
church in Lima bearing date of January"'25836 representing me to be a member of that bhinrgood
standing (Signed by the Clerk Welcome Edwards)tHemrin answer to my letter about dancing he writes
“l am willing to report myself to the church thathewve danced at different times and places since |
extended the hand of fellowship in my youth as edgé of excitement. |, Sir, will be honest as if |
expected to stand at the bar of God and tell yewptiblic places | have dance® 22" July 1837; ¥ July

4™ 1837; one figure each. January 11838 two figures, or Quatillions, the past wintdmow not how
many times as it haws been very fashionable forytheng to exercise in their parties of pleasur¢hia
place both professer and Vice Versa. This | caraaknowledge as a sin in seasonable hours and
conducted with civility but when | am convinced tliais wrong | will acknowledge to the world.” €h
above being the principal of his answer, | deeimfiortant to inform you on the subject so thatefik a
member of your church, and not ours, you may talgnizance of the subject as the gospel requiresf but
not please to inform me. Rawsom B. Crippen, Chu@tdrk of the first Baptist Church Middlebury,
Genesee County, NY

July 6

Met in covenant meeting.
Aug 3

Met in covenant meeting.
Sept I

Met in covenant meeting.
Oct 5

Met in covenant meeting.
Nov 2

Covenant meeting omitted on account of the deaBrather Goodrich
Nov 30

Met in covenant meeting.
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1840

April 4

Met in covenant meeting. Resolved that Brother dbfele Edwards be appointed to visit sister Emily
Woodruff and Sister Calista Goodrich and urge ugfam the importance of maintaining their Christian
walk in the church.

1841

April 3

Met in covenant meeting. As Sister Lurana Smith #lasented herself from the meetings of the chamch
united herself with the Unitarian Church, resolteat her name be erased from the records of thischh

In 1842 the Baptist Church at Lima was dissolved, @k to a declining membership.

The Church of 1854

Deed Recorded at Livingston County Clerk’s OfficeNovember 25, 1854

State of New York, Livingston County.

We the undersigned, two of the members of the ¢harad society hereafter mentioned, do hereby gertif
that on the twenty-fifth day of November instatite tmale persons of full age belonging to a church i
which divine worship is celebrated according to tites of the Baptist church and not already inooage,
met at the place of public worship heretofore otediby the said church in the town of Lima in said
County for the purpose of incorporating themselaed did then and there elect by plurality of voices
George W. Glass, Elijah W. Briggs, and Peter Cirlrustees of the said Church and Society angtide
persons did then and there also determine by Keepliurality of voices that the said Trustees dmeirt
successors should forever hereafter be called nadrk by the name or title of The Trustees of thed.i
Baptist Church and Society. Witness our hands Sewls this 28 day of November, 1854. Jonathan P.
Briggs, James H. Miller. Signed and sealed impttessence of Horace P. Smith.

State of New York, Livingston County.

On this §' day of December 1854, personally appeared befareHdrace P. Smith, to me known, who
being by me first duly sworn, said he resided im&j N. Y., that he saw Elijah W. Briggs and James H
Miller -- whom he knew to be the same persons wiexeted the foregoing certificate execute the same
that he at the same time subscribed his name thasea subscribing witness, which to me is satisfgc
proof thereof. H. J. Wood, Justice of the Peace.
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Lima Baptist Church: Church Covenant -- 1854

“Let all things be done decently and in order. ké#tthings be done with charity. Let all things Hone to
edifying. Do all in the name of the Lord Jesus.”

Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit oflGo receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Sayiour
and on the profession of our faith, having beertibag in the name of the Father, and of the Sod,an
the Holy Ghost, we do now in the presence of Gadgebs, and this assembly, most solemnly and joyfull
enter into covenant with one another, as one bodhirist.

We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy §piwalk together in Christian love; to strive the
advancement of this church, in knowledge, holinass, comfort; to promote its prosperity and spiitzy;
to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, dodtrines; to contribute cheerfully and reguladythe
support of the ministry, the expenses of the chuticé relief of the poor, and the spread of thepgbs
through all nations.

We also engage to maintain family and secret denst to religiously educate our children; to seek
the salvation of our kindred and acquaintancesyaik circumspectly in the world; to be just in our
dealings, faithful in our engagements, and exergplamour deportment; to avoid all tattling, bacli,
and excessive anger; to abstain from the sale sm@funtoxicating drinks as a beverage, and tedadous
in our efforts to advance the kingdom of our Sariou

We further engage to watch over one another itherty love; to remember each other in prayer; to
aid each other in sickness and distress; to ct#tiChristian sympathy in feeling and courtesy iaesyh; to
be slow to take offense, but always ready for retiation, and mindful of the rules of our Savioto,
secure it without delay.

We moreover engage, that when we remove fromplaise, we will as soon as possible unite with
some other church, where we can carry out thet gfithis covenant, and the principles of God’s avor

Declaration of Faith: 1854

(First) of the Scriptures

We believe that the Holy Bible was written by mewirtely inspired, and is a perfect treasure of lesdy
instruction, that it has God for its author, salwatfor its end, and trust without any nature aberfor a
matter; that it reveals the principle by which Guill judge us; and therefore is and shall remaithi® end

of the world, the true center of Christian uniordahe supreme standard by which all human conduct,
creeds, and opinions should be tried.

(Second) of the True God

We believe that there is one and only one livind tine God, an infinite, intelligent Spirit, whosame is
Jehovah, the maker and Supreme Ruler of Heavelkartd; inexpressibly glorious in holiness and wgrth
of all possible honor, confidence, and love, timathie unity of the Godhead there are three perdbes,
Father, the Son and the Holy spirit, equal in exiivyine perfection and executing distinct but hanias
offices in the great work of redemption.

(Third) of the Fall of Man

We believe that Man was created in holiness, utidelaw of his Maker but by voluntary transgresdielh
from that holy and happy state, in consequencehiéiwall mankind are now sinners, not be constrairit
choice; being by nature utterly void of that hoimseequired by the law of God, positively inclirtedevil;

and therefore under just condemnation to eterria) without defense or excuse.
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(Fourth) of the Way of Salvation

We believe that the salvation of sinners is whollygrace; through the Mediatorial offices of thenSuf
God, who by the appointment of the Father, freebktupon Him our nature, yet without sin, honoree t
Divine Lay by his personal obedience and by higtdemade a full atonement for our sins; that having
risen from the dead, He is now enthroned in Heauh uniting in His wonderful person the tenderest
sympathies with divine perfections, He is every waglified to be a suitable, a compassionate, analla
sufficient Savior.

(Fifth) of Justification

We believe that the great Gospel blessing whichisEBecures to such as believe in Him is Justificat
that justification includes the pardon o sin and gromise of eternal life on principles of rightsoass,
that it is bestowed not in consideration of any kgoof righteousness which we have done, but solely
through faith in the Redeemer’s blood; by virtueadfich faith His perfect righteousness is freelyired

to us of God; that it brings us into a state of tiidessed peace and favor with God and securey eteer
blessing needful for time and eternity.

(Sixth) of the Freeness of Salvation.

We believe that the blessings of salvation are nfisgeto all by the Gospel, that it is the immedidtity of

all to accept them by a cordial, penitent and obmidiaith; and that nothing prevents the salvatibthe
greatest sinner on earth, but his own determingutagdéy and voluntary rejection of the Gospel which
rejection involves him in an aggravated condemmatio

(Seventh) of Grace in Regeneration.

We believe that in order to be saved sinners meisegenerated, or born again; that regeneratiogigtsn
in giving a holy disposition to the mind, that & éffected in a manner above our comprehensiomdy t
power of the Holy Spirit, in connection with Diviriteuth, so as to secure our voluntary obediendéeo
Gospel, and that its proper evidence appears ihdhefruits of repentance and faith and newnedgaf

(Eighth) of Repentance and Faith.

We believe that Repentance and Faith are sacréesdand also inseparable graces, wrought in auls so
by the regenerating Spirit of God; whereby beingmdg convinced of our guilt, danger and helplessnes
and of the way of salvation by Christ, we turn t@dGwith unfeigned contrition, confession and
supplication for mercy; at the same time hearglgeiving the Lord Jesus Christ as our ProphetsPaied
King, and relying on Him alone as the only andsalfficient Savior.

(Ninth) of God'’s purpose of Grace.

We believe that Election is the eternal purposeésofl, according to which He graciously regenerates,
sanctifies, and saves sinners; that being perfeottgistent with the free agency of man, it comenels all

the means in connection with the end; that it miscst glorious display of God’s sovereign goodnbefg
infinitely free, wise, holy and unchangeable; thattterly excludes boasting, and promotes humilibye,
prayer, praise, trust in God and active imitatibihis free mercy; that it encourages the use ofmradéathe
highest degree; that it may be ascertained byfiests in all who truly believe the Gospel; thaistthe
foundation of Christian assurance; and that torésiceit with regard to ourselves demands and deser
the utmost diligence.

(Tenth) of Sanctification.

We believe that Sanctification is the process bictvhaccording to the will of God, we are made pleets
of His holiness; that it is a progressive work;ttihés begun in regeneration; and that it is @dron in the
hearts of believers by the presence and powereofitily Spirit, the Sealer and Comforter, in thetouoral
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use of the appointed means, especially the wor@aaf, self examination, self denial, watchfulnesd an
prayer.

(Eleventh) of the Perseverance of Saints.

We believe that such only are real believers asiendnto the end; that their persevering attachrent
Christ is the grand mark which distinguishes theamf superficial professors, that a special Prowigen
watches over their welfare; and that they are kgghe power of God through faith unto salvation.

(Twelfth) of the Harmony of the Law and the Gospel.

We believe that the law of God is the eternal andhangeable rule of His moral government; thas it i
holy, just, and good; and that the inability whitle Scriptures ascribe to fallen men to fulfill gercepts,
arises entirely from their love of sin; to delitbem from which, and to restore them through a leitedito
unfeigned obedience to the holy law, is one gredta the Gospel, and of the means of Grace coadect
with the establishment of the visible church.

(Thirteenth) of a Gospel Church.

We believe that a visible church of Christ is agr@gation of baptized believers, associated by manein

the faith and fellowship of the gospel; observihg rdinances of Christ, governed by His laws; and
exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges ineesin them by his word; that its only scripturalicdrs are
Bishops or Pastors and Deacons, whose qualificgticklaims, and duties are defined in the episthes t
Timothy and Titus.

(Fourteenth) of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

We believe that Christian Baptism is the immersiowater of a believer into the name of the Fathad
Son, and Holy Spirit; to show forth in a solemn &e@utiful emblem, our faith in the crucified, lediand
risen Savior with its effect in our death to sirdaesurrection to a new life; that it is prereqaigio the
privileges of the Church relation; and to the Lar@upper in which the members of the church by the
sacred use of bread and wine are to commemoragthiergthe dying love of Christ; preceded always by
solemn self examination.

(Fifteenth) of the Christian Sabbath.

We believe that the first day of the week is thed:® Day or Christian Sabbath; and is to be kepteshto
religious purposes, by abstaining from all secldaor and sinful recreations; by the devout obsergeaof
all the means of grace, both private and public] by preparation for that rest that remaineth for t
people of god.

(Sixteenth) of Civil Government.

We believe that Civil Government is of divine apgaient and for the interests and good order of luma
society; and that magistrates are to be prayedcfamscientiously honored, and obeyed except only in
things opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus Chsigto is the only Lord of the conscience and thader

of the kings of the earth.

(Seventeenth) of the Righteous and the Wicked.

We believe that there is a radical and essentifdrdhnce between the righteous and the wicked,gheh
only as through faith are justified in the nametaf Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the Spirit of godt, are
truly righteous, in His esteem, while all such asmttwue in impenitence and unbelief are in His sigh
wicked and under the curse; and this distinctiold$ramong men both in and after death.
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(Eighteenth) of the World to Come.

We believe that the end of this world is approaghithat at the Last Day, Christ will descend from
Heaven, and raise the dead from the grave to fetebution that a solemn separation will then tpkace;
that the wicked will be adjudged to endless punishirand the righteous to endless joy; and that this
judgment will be forever the final state of merhisaven or hell on principals of righteousness.

*

Semi-Centennial Celebration:1904

Poem Written to Honor Benjamin Swick,
by his great-grandson Frank Elmer Swick, Sr.

| am standing today where my great-grandfatherdstoo
And taught sacred truths as my great-grandsired¢oul
I have heard of his faith and his earnest employ,
And am glad of his name, although I'm but a boy.

It was here he rejoiced to be able to prove

He was loyal to Christ and accepted his love.
It was here he essayed the gospel to preach
And earnestly sought the Christ-life to teach.

Although | am small, | would honor his name
And emulate all | have learned of his fame.
I know it is true that the boys of today
Need the very best teaching in work or in play;

We are laying up thoughts that will character build

And with good or with evil our minds are instilled,
And Time speeds unceasing its cycle, so then
In a very few years we, too, will be men.

As events pass along and the world in its round
Swings each fifty years, generations are found
To follow the footsteps of those gone before,
So we have their characters laid at our door.

And we will hope 'twill be said when that time cosagain,
“Their grandfathers, too, were the noblest of men.”
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The Church Reborn: 1954 and Beyond

1953

April 30

The annual business meeting of Lima Baptist Chwak held on the above date in the church basement.
Supper was served by the Ladies Aid at 7 o’clock@anembers and friends. After supper meeting was
called with our pastor Mr. Birch presiding. Mr.iggs offered prayer. The Secretary gave minutes fr
last annual meeting which was held May 15, 1952. Rlimpton reported on Scouts and asked two more
members be on committee with him. Randall Greemk\William Barber were chosen. The members of
the church who worked so hard in painting and refining the basement of the church are to be
congratulated on its appearance and upon theirtgffe- Gladys Barber, clerk.

PS. Three members taken by death. Mr. Begley, Misitmore and Mrs. Ely. During summer and
autumn months Rev. William Brown acted as our pasto

*

1954

Jan. 13

A joint meeting of Lima Baptist and members of ElBible Institute was held in church basement. This
meeting was to discuss receiving into Lima Baptesty members from Elim.

Jan 27

18 names were presented for membership and 1 ramasdociate members. At this meeting the Trustees
with a group from Elim decided after some considtato purchase and install a new gas boiler fer th
church. It was found that the old pipes and radsatvere in good condition and could be used witiew
boiler. The following motions were made and catrig) that we spend not more than $800 to ins&l n
gas boiler for the church; 2) Mr. Spencer, Mr. Mool Mr. Plimpton be authorized to purchase ancthav
installed new gas boiler. A number of members nplddges to help pay for the new boiler. Pledges
amounted to $170. The boiler was installed byksaen and Mr. Moulton and Mr. Spencer and with the
aid of students from Elim Bible Institute.

Jan 31

These names were voted upon after the regular lchsetvice. These new members were accepted by
testimonials of faith. All had been baptized byrmersion previous to their reception into this cturc

Mr. E. A. Frink, Mrs. E. A. Frink, Mr Charles Gretlrs. Charles Gretz, Mr. Edward Miller, Mr. Cadat
Spencer, Mrs. Carleton Spencer, Mr. Moulton, Miff@d Carteland, Mrs. Edith Carteland, Miss June V
Klotzbach, Mrs. Ina Garate, Lora Davenport, MiltBearle, Eva Watson, Norma Rice, Lyle Rice, Ford
Manning, Marian Searles, Associate Member

February

Mrs. Helen Wheeler, joined by letter. Mrs. CharRegley was granted a letter of dismission frons thi
church to united with Dundee Baptist Church. Gaimembership: 20. Loss, 3 by death, 1 by letfe
first services of the enlarged group was held iarch basement with Mr. Frink our new pastor in gear
We now have a large Sunday school with trainedhe@cfrom Elim Bible Institute. There is a young
people’s meeting Sunday nights followed by eversiexyice. Also mid-week services. The Sunday sichoo
meets at 10 AM with children’s church at 11 AM,vettich time regular church service is held. It was
decided to have an executive committee consistfngastor, trustee, church clerk, Ladies Aid preside
and Friendship class president, also Sunday scuparintendent.

April 28

Annual Meeting of the Lima Baptist Church was hafatil 28, 1954 in Town Hall dining room. This was

a dinner meeting followed by election of officeredaother church business. Mr. Birch presiding. efey
opened with prayer by Mr. Birch. Secretary, TreasuFloral Chairman gave reports. Election ofoeffs.
Secretary: Mrs. Barber, Treasurer: Mrs. Plimptolordt Chairman: Mrs. Klossner. Two Trustees: Mr.
Barber, 3 years; Mr. Spencer. Executive commiites Trustees to meet and present recommendations fo
deacon and deaconess. Mr. Floyd Briggs to contasi&enior deacon. Vote to be taken at Friendship
meeting. The following motions were approved: &vénstudent act as janitor; to have church sigotede
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with Mr. Plimpton paying part of cost not to exce$d0; to purchase church envelopes; to have a
missionary goal of $1200 with $200 going to North&aptist Union, $300 pledged by Mr. Frink, Mr.
Spencer, Mr. Allen; for the secretary to write tideof thanks to Rotary for the shrubs; to give thoral
group the collection after expenses for their usér. Allen received into church on testimony oftfai
Trustees -- 1 year: Mr. Briggs, Mr. Hyland; 2 yeavrs. Chatterton; 3 years: Mr. Barber, Mr. Spencer
Mr. Barber, chairman. Rev. E. A. Frink accepteg ¢hll to be our pastor the coming year.

Pastor’'s Report

Along with the Psalmist we can say “The Lord hatim& great things for us whereof we are glad” as we
review the past year. From the standpoint of nicakgrowth we have made a good advance. However
over the past year we have reached few of the wokhd adults in Lima. There are a number of adults
that come from towns within a radius of ten mil&3f those reached in Lima we find that the mostrexte
permanent residents having no property holdingsommunity. Five of the families reached have moved
out of the community having several employed ireottommunities.

It has been our desire to present as interestidgreviting a gospel program as possible. Thereha
been outstanding ministries invited to the churahthe response and results of these ministriehbas
rather disappointing as far as reaching the comipisiconcerned.

We are aware of the fact that it will take awHide a conservative community to establish configenc
in the church. The years in which the church wafordunately weakened by the absence of a resident
pastor and the unusual circumstances resulting ftioen relationship of the church and college had
produced a question in the mind of the church &néuture state. It is our aim to convince thézeitry of
our earnest spiritual intent and our desire tosagsimaking the town a better place in which e li

Being assured of the call and purpose of ouritifeelationship to the church and community we have
accepted the challenge and to the best of outyabéive endeavored to lead the membership intdlex,fu
freer and richer position in the Lord while at #@me time making our evangelistic appeal to thevet

May | pause here to extend a heartfelt appreciativ the wonderful cooperation afforded by the
Sunday School staff. The Sunday School departrhast been the most encouraging and faithful
department of the church. We do thank each onehhs contributed time and effort for this worthy
enterprise.

In order for the church to advance this comingryieas necessary for a reorganizing to meet the
anticipated growth and to operate efficiently. duhld recommend a.) the appointment of deaconsréeco
with the pastor on all spiritual matters; b.) Thaole church ratifying the appointment of the financ
committee and grant them authority to function limaatters of finance for the church; c.) A spea#brt
be made to enlist members of the congregation asbees of the church; d.) A head usher to be appdint
to take care of the ushering at all services; &¢ @ppointed to take care of floral decorationsefoery
service; f.) A committee appointed to take careediecorating and repair of the building; g.) Anigmhent
of the whole membership of the church in givingniselves to support the church’s endeavors by pcesen
and financial support; h.) The procuring of a clibiector.

Sunday School Report

1. Attendance Gains -- From February to Decembeattendance went from 68 to 191 (average), highest
attendance was 225 one Sunday.

2. Classes -- We had 13 classes and 14 teachelsehads, from Nursery to adult

3. Teachers and Staff for 1954

Pastor E. A. Frink

Superintendent Ruth Clark

Secretary Violet Erickson

Nursery Alice Blood, Mrs. June Frink

Beginner Cleone Spencer, Marian Searles, Dorisadgham (helper)
Primary | Paul Johanson

Primary Il Marie Gleason

Primary 11l June Lewis
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Junior Lynnfield Lewis (boys), Betty Pike (girls)

Intermediate Doris Erickson

Teen Age Charles Clark

Young People June Klotzbach

Married Class Ruth Clark (half year) and Miltore8es (half year)
Adults Rev. Frink

4. The bus -- A small bus was acquired, the licdrmeght and it served well its duty to bring inldhén
from rural areas, Charles Clark and Dan Pike, dsive

5. Contests -- During National SS Contest, the mere against the ladies. Richard the Lion Heaated
Joan of Arc led a siege on the city. The men w@everal special days, Baby Day, Armed Forces,
Neighbor Day, Family Day and others to urge attecda

6. Social Activities -- In June we had the Sundayo®l picnic at Hemlock Park. About 50 attended an
good time was had by all. In October we had tlgeikbick-off banquet in town hall. Miss Marian Cavas

the guest speaker. In December was our Christneggam with candy passed out to all children presen

7. Literature used. For the most part of the yeaused the literature from the Gospel Publishiogis¢.
We now use papers “the Sunday Pix” from David ColCdPublishing Company. Several of our classes
are studying directly from the Bible so literatinas been discontinued for them.

8. Special Speakers. We had several good speak8tsday School last year. Among them were Captai
Buttry from Sampson Air Force Base and three welbvikn men from the National Association of
Evangelicals, Dr. Savage, Dr. Clyde Taylor, Revofge Ford.

9. Promotions. We had promotion day in Januaryadyalit 6 Nursery children were put in beginnerssla
wearing little Blue Mortar board hats, very sweAbout 6 others were promoted too.

10. Decision Day. Arthur DeMoss, Christian busgmean from Albany guest speaker. 15 decisions for
Christ.

11. Dollar Day. When everyone was urged to brimplkar to help the Sunday School defray expenses.
12. Missionary Sundays were made interesting biysvisom various Missionaries. Miss Josie Willar f
one; and letters from those on the field who wevkigoite well. Of special interest are the lettieesn our
own missionaries The Millers.

13. New chairs for the nursery and Beginners weretased by Ladies Aid, the balcony was finished of
for class rooms, a new beginner class was starte@ anew class rooms in basement. One in thetote s
room and one in the main room.

14. Class projects. Many classes have held alsocian outing every four to 6 weeks to promotd an
stimulate interest on the part of students.

1955

May 4

The annual Business meeting of the Lima Baptistr€hwas held in the Town Hall dining room. In the
absence of our pastor Mr. Frink, who was ill, theeting was opened by Mr. Barber chairman of the@oa
of Trustees. He appointed Mr. Carlton Spencerate tcharge. Mr. Spencer opened the meeting with
prayer. Special prayers were offered for Mr. FrirMr. Briggs was honored by singing Happy Birthday
He was 80 years old. Recognition was given forldigy years of service and work in the church. Mr.
Briggs has been a deacon 62 years. Minutes da#iteneeting were read and approved. Detailedrtgepo
of the year's work were read and commented on. idMoinade the report be accepted in its entirety.
Trustees for 3 years were nominated. Mr. Briggs Raniel Pike. Mr. VanMaaren nominated for oneryea
to fill vacancy made by Mr. Crouse. Mrs. Dorothye€ne nominated for church clerk to replace Mrs.
Barber who declined. Motion made and carried teehe missionary Secretary and Treasurer. Mrs. June
Lewis was nominated to that office. Mrs. Eva Plioipwas nominated to succeed herself as church
Treasurer. Meeting adjourned to reconvene at Hsieip meeting June’when Mr. Frink will be able to
attend, as there were many items that needed teistiah. We feel this has been a very wonderful an
glorious year in Christian work and fellowship. a@ys Barber, clerk.

Trustees -- 1 year: Mrs. Chatterton, Mr. VanMaatygears: Mr. Barber, Mr. Spencer; 3 years: MrgBsi,

Mr. Pike.
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Clerk’s Report

The Lima Baptist Church has just completed its bnedredth year of service. During the past year ou
membership was increased by 4 members. Mr. Chatles, Mr. Daniel Pike, Mrs. Daniel Pike, Mrs.
Louise Kinly. The actual membership is less th@n &t we are very thankful the congregation isl wel
over 200. Baptismal service was held and theiotig baptized: Mr. and Mrs. Pike, Mrs. Kinly, Miokin
Robertson, Mrs. Florence Frank, David Spencer, Miarian Searls (who until this time was an asseciat
member). There was a dedication service for babidés following were presented by their parentstdC
Elaine Chiapperino, Lynda Rice, John Wesley Sperigavie Arthur Frink, Sharon and Nadine Moulton,
Judy Lewis. We had vacation Bible school with rmdence 137. Branch Sunday schools have been
established in Lakeville and North Bloomfield. CG&wnday school entered National SS contest, witk ki
off banquet and parade, which consisted of manytifekfloats. We won 8 prize, consisting of hymn
books. We had Babies day, Ladies Day with Orchitsned Forces Day. Prayer Meeting Thursday
evening with Bible study. Rev. and Mrs. Edward Ibfilreturned to Argentina as missionaries from this
church, one of our missionary goals was to helpMiikers with our prayers and financial support.aivy
very interesting letters have been received froenMiilers.

We have had various speakers during the year. ddisie Willis, Rev. Hubert Mitchell, Dr. H. H. Says

Dr. Clyde Taylor, Rev. Glenn Ford, Dr. D. L. CornelRev. Philip Cleveland conducted evangelistic
services. The Centennial was celebrated by Oparmsél®Ved. Evening April 20, with townspeople and
former members invited. Sunday, April 24, 1954 pastor Mr. Frink spoke in morning service. ReaulP
Swarthout of Hamilton spoke in evening. Mr. Swatthis the son of Rev. Leon L. Swarthout who served
this church 17 years as pastor. Among the churcihivees was reception for new students. L[adigsj]A
entertained the WCTU. Friendship class reorganiz€diest night with Mary Licky showing slides of
Africa.

Trustees Report

The following improvements have been made on artiérchurch building. New boiler was installedt las
year followed by new rest rooms complete with sepéink, windows were puttied and furniture for
kindergarten bought and painted, balcony floor lled&nd two Sunday School class rooms made, windows
put in balcony to open in auditorium. Sunday S¢hs was purchased, A beautiful sign was instadied
front of church with bulletin board. A clock andfrigerator were donated, a hot water heater iagoei
installed. The driveway was graveled, front doainped, basement windows painted. Pipe organnexgbai
Pew cushions were covered, also the chairs indlgtpecovered. Next year we hope to finish atljpcts
which are not done now.%'Install light on basement stairs™ #inish plumbing rest room and connect hot
water heater. '3See about liability insurance (as of J&hake have it on building only), paint windows on
outside and cornice. We strongly feel projects fimashed should be completed before anything &se
undertaken. -- William R. Barber.

Centennial Celebration: 1955

Notes About Pastors in Preparation for the Centenrail

Paul O. Madsen then a student at Colgate Rochester Divinity ethmame as our pastor in June of 1940
and was with us for three years. While as ourqrdst was married to Miss Shirley Harrington. Aftés
ordination he accepted a call to the Baptist ChafcBuba, N.Y., where he stayed until 1946. Froob&
he went to Loveland, Colo., as pastor of the Begbtist Church, until December 1949 and then tol&en,
Colo., to the First Baptist Church there.

During his pastorate in Colorado he was activéhenState Convention, serving as Vice-President of
the State Convention at one time and Chairman wérag different committees. He also served on the
general council of the American Baptist Conventioming part of that period.

In June 1953 Rev. Madsen received a call to becBeweetary of the Department of Cities of the
American Baptist Home Mission Society. He is resgble to participate as administrator in the Glais
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Center program, Missionary churches, juvenile mtita, bi-lingual churches, educational centers ted
Spanish speaking work of the Convention.

Rev. and Mrs. Madsen have three children. Theddias! present home is at Westfield, N.J. In
sending greetings to the Lima Baptist Church, higesr

“Mrs. Madsen and | join in greetings to the FiBstptist Church in Lima, N.Y., on the occasion &f it
Centennial Anniversary. We remember with happirtesyears which we had the privilege of sharing
with the Baptist folk of Lima as we sat togethedtothe work that needed to be done. Word has a@ime
the new breath of the church. We rejoice in this,you must, because always the Christina witnesses
definitely are needed in our world. We sinceradpé that the days and years that lie ahead wiiiusgul
years and wonderful years as the church contingesinistry. May God’s blessing and power be uplbn
of you as you seek to do His will.”

Charles Waterman Baldwin (born in Ontario County, NY May 3, 1895) Ministef Community Baptist
Church in Harrisburg, PA in 1955, at time of LBCriennial. He attended LBC as a boy. Newspaper
release (in Harrisburg, PA newspaper): Novembed 294

This coming Sunday, the Rev. Dr. Charles Wated®al will begin his second year as pastor of
the new Colonial Park Community Baptist Churchyridaurg, Pa., which is being sponsored by
the Pennsylvania Baptist Convention. Because of Cliristian leadership and ability as an
organizer, Dr. Baldwin was asked by his denomimatm assist in this new church project which
started one year ago with twenty-three personseptest its first service, and now has grown to a
congregation of one hundred and fifteen memberfiad purchased a large church site on Houcks
Road directly across the street from the new CeBmaphin High School, and is in the process of
erecting a Community Chapel which is the first ofhaee-unit structure consisting of a chapel,
Sunday school and church sanctuary.

Notable among the young Lima men who now servihénministry of the gospel, is Dr. Charles
Waterman Baldwin, who as a boy attended the Ba@tisirch at Lima, New York, with his parents.
At the age of twelve years he was baptized intmgsnbership, and under the Christian influence of
his parents, the pastor, and Sunday school teaohérat church he was encouraged to give his life
to the full time service of Christ which he didif16.

His academic and theological training was receive@Genesee Wesleyan Seminary, Springfield
College, Muskingum College, Ohio State Universttye University of Pennsylvania, and Crozer
Theological Seminary.

During his thirty-nine years of Christian service has served the pastorate of the First Baptist
Church, Zanesville, Ohio; the First Community Chyrétlantic City, N.J., which he organized
under the auspices of the New Jersey Baptist Cdioventhe Market Street Baptist Church,
Harrisburg, Pa.; and the Colonial Park Communitpti Church of Harrisburg, begun in the fall
of 1953 with 23 persons at the first service. as mow grown to a congregation of one hundred and
fifteen members.

Dr. and Mrs. Baldwin have two daughters, one Blth who is married to Mr. Donald E. Fish,
and lives in Trenton, N. J. The youngest daughtava Jeanne, is on the staff of the Western
College of Education at Bellingham, Washington.
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The Church Continues to Grow: 1958 - 1966

1958

April 2 The quarterly meeting of the Lima Baptist Churdmsvield at the church with Wilbur VanMaaren,
board chairman, presiding. Rev. Frink opened wpithyer which was followed by singing “Blessed
Assurance.” Minutes of the last quarterly meetivere read. Church Treasurer, Herb Meyer, gave the
financial report. Three is $127.80 left in thelBing fund and $44.19 on hand for regular expen$es,in

the organ fund. All bills have been paid. Theimotvas made, seconded and carried that finanepart

be accepted as read. There was a discussion angae, whether or not it was advisable to purchoese

at this time. The motion was made, seconded, anted the organ we are now using be sent back.

A trustee is to be elected to replace Dan Pikee fame of Myron Sutton was suggested. The motion,
made, seconded, and carried the secretary cadiadioé for Mr. Sutton. The motion made, seconded
carried the Deacons be appointed by the pastoradifiéd by the church members.

Rev. Frink hoped for someone to act as Sunday@&uperintendent who is a local resident. He also
expressed his concerns over the lack of interestiirservices and other matters of the church.

Books had been ordered when it was expected wéhviave religious education classes. It was voted
to purchase these books. Finance committee appems are to be discussed at the annual meeting.
Motion made Rev. Frink appoint members of the fagnommittee to act until then. Mrs. George Junot
Sr. was accepted into membership in the churchwak voted to give $5.00 to the Red Cross Drive.
Meeting adjourned and refreshments served. --tfhgrGreene, Sec.

*

1959

April 23 The meeting opened by Chairman Wilbur VanMaareaygr by Rev. Frink. Minutes of the last
meeting were read by acting secretary Bob Junofin@cial report was made by church treasurerpHer
Meyer. Motion made, seconded, and carried thertdgoaccepted. The missionary report was given by
Gladys VanMaaren. Motion made, seconded, andechtn accept it as read. Mrs. Barber reported a
balance of $35 in the floral fund. Rev. Frink atkbat a copy of the Constitution and By-Laws be
attached to the minutes. Motion made, seconded,carried. The motion was made, seconded, and
carried to grant the request of Helen Cramer tadopped from the church membership roll. Tabled to
review the revised membership roll until the nexdeting. Mr. VanMaaren gave a report of the Pulpit
Committee. Mr. Barber, Mike Chiapperino and RexinlE appointed to serve on committee. The board
met with Rev. Thornberry who will contact us in aeg to candidates to fill the pulpit. Several otheave
been contacted also. Rev. Frink gave a report isntatks with Rev. Thornberry. Members of the
congregation are to keep a parsonage in mind.astmventioned again that the church is to help uhed
Church when they do not have enough money ($10rghjpor a Korean orphan. The minutes were read,
corrected, and approved. -- Robert Juno, acting se

Pastor’s Report -- Rev. Don Storms

The past six months have been a time of spiritv@lintain climbing, not that we have or have not
attained but that we are proceeding from “glorglory.” A key word has been “that | might decreasel
He might increase in my life.” Many problems hdeen met and solved, not through the eyes of human
understanding, but through the brotherly love therVso many times speaks of. Truly the bonds of
kindred love have been strengthened as we wordhjggayed, and worked together. Our program has
been one touching the various necessary fieldedéavor including exposition of God’s word, minystif
salvation, missions both home and foreign, youthisiry with our Kid's Krusade, camps, release tiane
Hi-C Club, Sunday School enthusiasm evidenced bgrdest and growth in many departments, bulletins
carrying points of interest to friends and membspgcial services and the beginning of a parsonage.

Past success and spiritual growth on the paraofi @ne does not leave us content with our past but
rather with the scripture “Hitherto hath the Loreled us...” A constant vigilance in our serviceGod
will render this coming year a success not in ¢anding but in the eyes of the Lord. -- Donaldr8te
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1960
Wed. Jan 27, 7:30 PM -- Business Meeting

The annual business meeting of Lima Baptist Ohuvas called to order by Pastor Storms. Michael
Chiapperino opened the meeting with prayer andethpresent joined in singing “I Know Whom | Have
Believed.” The Scripture reading was found in Rs8l Pastor Storms requested prayer for Mrs. Green
Mrs. Crosby, also for he and Mrs. Storms as thengweaving for the mid-west the following day.

The minutes of the last quarterly meeting weral read approved. Those reports given were by --
Secretary, Dorothy Greene (read by Bob Jones);stureds, Herb Meyer; Pastor, Rev. Storms; SS
Secretary, Betty Boynton; SS Supt., Mrs. Stormssdidins Treasurer, Gladys VanMaaren Missions
Chairman, Michael Chiapperino; Building Fund Charm Wayne Crosby (read by Pastor); Finance
Comm. by Wilber VanMaaren. It was agreed to adbptproposed budget as presented. Ladies Aid --
Gladys Barber (report read by Gloria VanMaaren)omihating Comm. by Michael Chiapperino which
was tabled until later in meeting.

Proposed changes in the constitution were votefpertaining to church affiliation with the Monroe
Association (defeated), quarterly business meetijegsried), the pastor's responsibilities (carrjethe
duties of the Nominating Committee (carried), amel procedure for church elections (carried).]

A rising voted of thanks was given to those whiveeé last year. Missions Board elections: 3 years
Michael Chiapperino, 2 years June Lewis, 1 yeari@lganMaaren. Carl Phillips was appointed as head
usher for the coming year. The meeting was claseatayer by Herb Meyer. -- Minutes recorded by
Robert Junot

Pastor's Report -- Rev. Don Storms

A keen sense of the presence of the Lord has begent over the past months. Born from the
necessity of being filled and prepared for our tabat the Drive-In, Jail, Mission, and within owvio
church, we have been pressed into God. Seekingt¢iamoint our lips with coals from the altar ofleen
as Isaiah of old, indeed has been our theme.

Through the eyes of faith and a heart that beatshe love of God for his work, we anticipate aajr
year of victory and blessing in the numerous opputies for service. We are again challenged tothat
which is within our hand and He will make it great.Donald Lee Storms, pastor

*

1961

April 26 The meeting opened with devotions. Group sindotipwed with prayer by Lynnfield Lewis.
Psalm 24 read by Rev. Storms. The minutes ofdberheeting were read and accepted. The following
reports were given: treasurer, Herb Meyer; moticedey seconded, and carried the report be accepted.
Rev. Storms reported a deficit in the floral funttleon offering was taken. Missionary report giv®n
Gladys VanMaaren. Report accepted as read. SuBdagol treasurer’s report, Betty Boynton; report
accepted as read. The following amendment to thest@ution was presented: enrolled members who
without good cause absent themselves from thecgsnaf the church for a period of 5 Sundays ouhef
quarter preceding the business meeting, shall hsidered as inactive members and shall lose tloging
privileges until they are restored to the fellowshiheir standing to be settled by majority votetlod
church as recommended by its elected officers. drhendment was unanimously accepted and added to
the Constitution. The amendment to take effect édiately. Plans for VBS were announced. Drive-In
Church plans are being established. The orgamwilbe taken. Plans for rental of organ are beiage.
Hour of Drive In Church will be moved up. Mr. Varddren suggested we evaluate our obligation to our
missionary giving. He noted the decrease in mmssip offering coinciding with the decrease in tegular
offering. Rev. Storms mentioned that attentior b brought to the people’s minds concerning tAibe
meeting was adjourned. -- Dorothy Greene, segretar

*
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1962

Pastor's Report -- Rev. Noah Stoltzfus

Except the Lord build the house they labor in vthiax build it.” At the beginning of my ministry #te
Lima Baptist Church the Lord impressed the truthhi$ verse upon my heart. As we, as a Churche hav
prayed and worked together with Him we have repbitee see Him at work building “the house.” Only
eternity can reveal the extent of the “buildingatthas been done as God has worked putting “lively
stones” together to make “His Church.” Duringradiin prayer in the early weeks of my ministry here
felt the Lord laid four petitions upon my heartvafiich | often have been reminded.

1. Fill me with the Holy Spirit.

2. Give me the heart of a true shepherd.

3. Give me favor with the people.

4. Open doors for effective ministry.

1966

Building Committee Report

At the Annual Business Meeting of January 196%, ¢bngregation authorized the formation of the
Building Committee and selected its members. By 1965 a site for the new church had been selected
and approved by the congregation. This site wafkachester Street by the village line. In November
“Miracle Sunday” pledges for the full cost of theoperty were made and the property was fully paidofy
March of 1966. During the spring of 1966, buildarsd architects were consulted and by May, plans
drawn by Barden Homes were approved by the contjoega In June we made plans to have ground-
breaking day on Easter Sunday, 1967. To this éedbps were received on commitment Sunday, July 17,
1966, for both gifts to be received by ground-bneglday and regular offerings thereafter. As afulay
1, 1967, we have in our building fund over fivetbland dollars. -- Randy Cole, chairman
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People in Ministry: To The Present Day

One of the strengths of Lima Baptist Church hasgs been a spirit of cooperation among her people,
the willingness of so many members to be involved ivariety of ministries. The following colleatio
includes the names of some of those willing workes have served in leadership roles since 1954.

Missionaries, church board members, trustees,otsaand Lima Christian School board members are
not included here, because these names may abel fin the annual church reports. Sunday school
teachers are not listed, because there are justémy names to be included.

Records have been consulted and memories testaoite up with these lists; every effort has been
made to include all. However, we will undoubtedigd that some names have been omitted (or
misspelled). If one of those names is yours (daraily member’s), please bring the omission to the
attention of a committee member and the oversigitit ve corrected in subsequent printings of the
material.

Assistant Pastor

Under Pastor E. A. Frinkl950’s) Norman Moran (unpaid)

Under Pastor Don Storn§$960’s) Ray Storms (unpaid; brother of Pastor)
Under Pastor Noah Stoltzfus

1970 Bernard Evans (first to serve in paid {as)
1973 and 1976 Rob McKee

1975 Jim MacPherson

1977 Mike Maloney

Under Pastor Mike Maloney

1986 Steve Arnold

1990 Edison Ziegler

1993 Jack Janson

2000 Bob Wheeler

Sunday School Superintendent

For twenty years, from 1922 onward, Floyd Briggsved as Sunday School Superintendent. He was
followed by Ruth Clark, who served until 1956. @th who held the role in the 1950’s were Norman
Moran (1956), Esther Moore and John Seiler (198lBah Stoltzfus (1958), and Ruth Storms. Howard
Arnold was Superintendent from 1961 to 1969, whand¥ Cole replaced him. Those serving through the
1970’s were Tom Ashe, Larry Keefer, and Tom Millédther superintendents included Michael Kawski,
Joe Schwing Mike Shannoheet Smith, and Ray Yovanovich. Pam Bassette bedam Sunday School
Superintendent in 2010.

Choir Director

Prior to the coming of Rev. Frink in 1954 the dfuwas too small to support a choir. Jane Decker
Barnard, who attended the church in the 1940’serabers that under the direction of Pastor VanOdtran
“The choir was all the young people in the churdhether you could sing or not. Practice was once a
week, with a party once a month. At one party e@eftson was given a number and had to make up a
rhyme about the number. Pastor got the numbehtéighis is the poem he wrote just off the tophig
head: ‘My number is eight. My name is Van. I'mvals late, but | do the best | can.’”

Under the leadership of Rev. Storms in the 19@feschoir became a vital part of the church. He an
his sister-in-law Audrey Storms served as joint iCrectors for a number of years. Others whoédhav
served in the past five decades include Tom Asime, Bole, Karen DeWitt, Ginny Hansen (for thirty-two
years), Charlie Moore, and Dave Shocky. The cui@wir Director is Jim McGatrity.

58



Bell Choir Director
The bells were a gift to the church by FranceslfeeThe first director of the Bell Choir was Char
Moore. Today Jen Adams serves in that capacity.

Worship Team Leader

In the early 1990’s the Worship Team was formedlVorship Team Leaders include Eric Hansen,
Ginny Hansen, Fred Meiners, Jim Raub, and Ray Yaowiah. Sandra DeWitt is currently the Worship
Team Leader.

Accompanists -- Those Who Play the Piano and Organ

This list would be much longer if substitute plesyevere to be included, as there are (and haveibeen
the past) many able and talented musicians in dingregation. Accompanists, past and present, declu
Winnie Arnold, Tammie Bean, Virginia Cathcavtichael Chiapperino, Ginny Hansen, Gloria Long, @ar
McKee, Margaret (“Tickie”) McKee, June Pettit, JiRaub, Chris Richmond, Marilyn Schroeder, Tara
Stein, and Judy Waterman.

Youth Group Leader

Throughout her history Lima Baptist Church has aadrong Youth Fellowship; in the nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries this group was calledigtian Endeavor. Under the leadership of Norm Mora
in 1956 a reinvigorated Youth Program was launclakely affiliated with Rochester Youth For Christ
Those who worked with the young people at that timduded Royce Lewis, his future wife Doris
Erickson, and his brother Roger Lewis. In theeaikties Ray and Audrey Storms and Bernard and
Sharon Evans at various times directed the Youtufar

Others who have served as Youth Leaders includegPdbey, Tom and Sonia Ashe, Ron and Lynn
Carlson, Chuck and Mary Chambery, Ben Dodzweit,eDarngle, Bill Fahey, Dave and Linda Grace, Mike
and Chris Maloney, Don and Alissa Miller, John abdris Richmond, Dave and Melissa Smith, and
Wayne Wakefield. In the 1990’s Clayton PhillipssMaired as a part-time Youth Pastor. Bryan Graves
became the first full time youth pastor, hired 003.

Pioneer Girls and Boys Brigade

In 1968 these two programs for young people wemgub; they continued for nearly three decades.
Many men and women served as leaders of the chiloirevarious age groups; only the names of the
Directors are included herePioneer Girls: June King (who introduced the program to Lima &)
Alice DeVinney, Jennifer Recard, Karen Sullivangd@arb Wilson. Boys Brigade Wes DeVinney, Don
Dolliver, Jim Odle, Jim Parrish, Leet Smith, antid&ullivan.

Vacation Bible School
Leaders have included Martha Arnold, Steve Arnbichn Carlson, Ruth Clark, Louise Dolliver, Jean
Duliba, Pamele Janson, Joy Lewis, Mike Maloney,midforan, and Ed Ziegler.
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Children’s Church Leader
Children’s Church Directors include Jack JansomthRRedman, Karen Sullivan, Bob Wheeler, Joe
and Dorothy Ann Yanda, and Ed Ziegler.

Summer’s Best Two Weeks Director
Dina Palmer was the first Director of Summer’s BBwo Weeks in 1994. Leaders since have been
Dave Engle and Bryan Graves.

Wee Care Director

Wee Care, a Nursery School and Day Care, waslisstath at the church in 1971, with Bernard Evans
as the first Director. When he left three yeaterlMarie Chiapperino was hired as Director, a gbst has
filled since.

Bus Drivers

The Bus Ministry operated through the 1970’swidis started with one bus and grew to include three
buses. Each Sunday the buses traveled to AvomnBleld, and Honeoye Falls picking up children and
adults for Sunday School and worship service. Bassportation was also provided for workers and
children during the two weeks of Vacation Bible 8csheach summer. Drivers included Bob Duliba,
Frank DeWitt, Boyd Gray, and Leet Smith.

Sign Language Ministry

American Sign Language interpretation was proviftedleaf and hearing impaired congregants. The
ministry was inaugurated in 1972 and continuedstoreral years. Interpreters included Mae ProbesteK
Sullivan, and Clare Walker.

Tape/CD Ministry

In 1984 Charlie Moore and others began the Tapestty. The Sunday morning worship service was
recorded and reproduced on several cassette t§peday the recording is made on a CD.) The CDés ar
then mailed or delivered to shut-ins and othersdlmto attend weekly service. Those formerly iveal
and those continuing to serve in this ministry i Josh Bassette, Noah Bassette, Shortie Bircirli€h
Moore, Tim Panipinto, and Dwight Tewksbury.

Church Historian

Ruth Reshnyk, a descendant of the first pastor. B&@njamin Swick, served for many years as
Historian. After her death the post was vacantafdime until 2010 when Joy Lewis became Historian,
ably assisted by a committee of three: Ginny Hanstamilyn Schroeder, and Debbie Singer.
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Church Treasurer

Those who have served in this trusted positionesihe fifties include Frank DeWitt, Ralph Hansen,
Linda Litteer, Ken Martin, Herb Meyer, Ralph Tylemd Wilbur VanMaaren. Currently Fred Bassette is
Church Treasurer.

Principals of Lima Christian School

1974 Ken Martin
1976 Eric Smith
1981 Mike Maloney
1984 Jim Decker
1991 Joe Long
1993 Kirk House
1995 Ron Davis
2000 Fred Meiners
2003 Ralph Dewey
2009 Mark McClelland
* * *
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